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ADVERTISEMENT. 



•:o: 



This Memorial Sermon^ preached at Grimsby 
during the Session of the Hull District Meeting, 
was also 'preached in Waltham Street Chapel, 
Hull, with which place of worship Dr. Punshon 
was connected in his youth, when he received the 
Gospel salvation. As now printed, it differs 
from tJie spoJcen discourse only in some verbal 
alterations and a few slight additions. 



The Personal Recollections were not given in 

the pulpit, and are now published for the first 

time. Until a complete biography appears^ they 

m^ay interest and, it is hoped, profit that large 

number of persons — now, doubtless, the majoritu 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 



of his admirers — who love Dr. Ptmshon's memory, 
hut wJiOy from their own comparative youth, could 
not have known him iluring the years of his early 
ministry. The author hopes that his readers 
ivill not p^it down to egotism the many refer- 
ences to himself He could not easily avoid them 
in recording personal recollections. 



Hull, June^ 1S81. 
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" He was a burning and a shining light." — John v. 35. 

"An eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures." — Acts 
xviii. 24. 

" For all things are yours ; whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas." 
— 1 Corinthians iii. 21, 22. 

" And they glorified God in me." — Galatians i. 24. 

In preaching a memorial sermon on the life, charac- 
ter, ministry, and death of William Morley Punshon 
before the Hull District meeting, I need offer no 
apology. With this District he was connected by the 
strong tie of his personal conversion. If Doncaster 
was the place of his birth, Hull was the place of his 
second birth. When preaching in Waltham-street 
Chapel, at the Conference of 1858, becoming un- 
wontedly excited, he exclaimed : " You may call me 
enthusiastic ; but is it any wonder if I appear so, in 
the very place where my own chains fell off ? " At 
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Hull; too, he was admitted to membership in the 
Society, and at Hull he began Church work. 

The four passages which I have selected as a text 
are not, I hope, inappropriate. We may venture to 
say of the departed minister, I believe, without 
irreverence, what our Lord said of John the Baptist : 
"He was a burning and a shining light" In addition 
to the ardour of his love and the fervency of his zeal, 
and to the unobscured clearness with which he held 
forth the word of life, the most striking characteristic 
of his mind and ministry was brilliance, — an almost 
dazzling brilliance. Still more appropriate to this 
gifted minister is the description given of that man 
of ai)ostolic usefulness and of almost apostolic rank, 
ApoUos: "An eloquent man, and mighty in the 
Scriptures." Dr. Punshon's oratorical powers were 
simply marvellous. And while eloquent, as a 
preacher he was mighty in the Scriptures. Not 
that he dealt much in verbal and grammatical criti- 
cism; not that his pulpit discourses were largely 
exegetical or theological ; but that they were full of 
Gospel truth, and teemed throughout with Bible 
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doctrine, allusion, phrase, and fact. While by certain 
(qualities of his preaching he excited the imagination 
of his hearers, and by others he wrought upon their 
feelings, it was " by manifestation of the truth " that 
he commended himself " to every man's conscience hi 
the sight of God." 

The third i)assage of my fourfold text : " For all 
things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas," reminds us that the Christian ministry, with 
its variety of gifts, acquirements, and styles of 
preaching, is the blessed property of the Church, 
and has its reason to be in the good of redeemed 
man. And if the eminent minister, whose loss the 
whole Connexion is mourning now, were ours, are we 
not responsible as a Church for the use we may have 
made of his splendid ministry ? 

The last passage of the four : " And they glorified 
God in me," is the one upon which I wish more par- 
ticularly to dweU, as it is the most practical for our- 
selves in relation to the deceased. It suggests our 
personal duty while thinking and speaking of him 
whom God gave and has now taken away. While 
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thinking of the burning and shining light we can only 
raoiu-n that the lamp has been extinguished before 
the oil was all consumed. While speaking of the 
" eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures," we 
can merely deplore that "the eloquent orator" 
whom the Lord of Hosts has taken away from our 
Judah lies silent with the voiceless in Norwood Ceme- 
tery. This modern ApoUos was ours ; but, alas ! in 
the activities of a living ministry he is ours no longer. 
The Giver of all good has resumed His own gift. 
There remains to us, however, the practical duty, 
to glorify God in him. Let us try and perform this. 

L In glorifying God in His servant, we find an 
occasion in the Influences which conducted him to 
and fitted him for the Christian ministry. 

1. Amongst the earliest of these, — subordinate, of 
course, to the light and leading of the Holy Spirit, — 
we recognise those connected with his godly parentage 
and kindred. His father was a Methodist from, I 
believe, the neighbourhood of Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
who had settled in business at Doncaster. His 
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mother was a Methodist, the daughter of a Class- 
leader, Mr. William Morley of Doncaster, afterwards 
of Hull. Her sister was married to Benjamin Clough, 
one of the six missionaries who went to India with 
Dr. Coke. Both sisters were women of deep piety. 
The Journal and Correspondence of Mrs. M. Clough, 
with an Introduction hy Dr. Adam Clarice, was 
published by her husband after her death. Mr. and 
Mrs. Punshon of Doncaster brought up tlieir only 
child, William Morley, "in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord." By their own good example, by 
parental training, and by a religious education, they 
endeavoured to promote the best interests of their 
son. Whatever expectations they might have che- 
rished with regard to his future course, they cpuld 
scarcely picture in their most glorious visions the 
splendid career which he really has had. In their 
most roseate day-dreams they could scarcely see that 
their little boy would become one of the most popular 
preachers of his day ; that his fame would spread to 
other lands ; that he would become at an early age 
President of the Methodist Conference; that he 
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would die in harness as senior secretary of the great 
Missionary Society of which his uncle Clough was 
one of the early Missionaries ; and that his death 
would be deplored as a calamity throughout the 
Churches, and produce even something like a national 
regret. Or did his parents more likely foresee a more 
proximate issue: that by their own premature de- 
cease their beloved child would be orphaned early ; 
and have to leave the house where he was born while 
yet a little boy ? Whether they saw this or not, it 
actually occurred. For the parents of whom he was 
so early deprived he cherished a loving remembrance, 
and, like William Cowper, he has enshrined his 
mother*s memory in tender verse. In a little volume 
of poetry which he published under the pseudonym 
of " Wilfrid " during his probation as a minister, are 
the following lines on " The Anniversary of a Mother's 
Death:" 

" The twelfth of June ! the twelfth of June 1 
Sad thoughts its memory brings ; 
Sad as the low and plaintive tune 
The lonely night-bird sings. 
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For life-like sorrows of the past 
Come rushing o'er my brain, 

And all their poison'd arrows cast, 
And wound me o'er again. 

" My Mother 1 oft of old thy smile 

Had charm'd me into rest, 
And robb'd my spirit of its guile, 

And made my boyhood blest ; 
And, rising o'er my troubled mind, 

I think I see thee now ; 
And love's pure light, serene and kind, 

Is resting on thy brow. 

" But thou art gone ! and I am left 

A heritage of tears ; 
My mourning soul, too soon bereft, 

Thy smile no longer cheers. 
And bitterly the thought intrudes, 

As through the world I roam : — 
Its cities are but solitudes. 

For I have lost my home. 

" Why didst thou die, my Mother ? why 

Deprive me of my guide 1 
Oh I oft with aching heart I sigh, 

And grieve that thou hast died ; 
For, what with frowning skies above, 

And struggling fears within, 
I'm sure I need a Mother's love. 

To woo my soul from sin. 
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*' But, Mother, thou art happier far, 

Thou standest near the throne ; 
And I must wage my spirit's war, 

And brave the world alone. 
Then, oh, let thy pure spirit be 

For ever hovering near ; 
And in aU trial whisper me :— 

* Thy Mother watches here.' '* 

2. lu the early conversion of William Morley 
Punshon we have the most potent of the influences 
by which he was led onward to the ministry, and in 
it we have the chief reason for glorifying God in 
him. This important event occurred at Hull, to 
which town he had removed after the death of his 
parents, to be under the care of his grandfather, 
and employed in his office. He was about fifteen 
years of age when the change took place which made 
him '* a new creature in Christ Jesus." His early con- 
version may be regarded, I think, as the result, in 
part at least, of godly parental training. His mother s 
death, too, which occurred about a year before, had 
something to do with it ; for it deepened the religious 
impressions which her own example and teachings. 
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together with a sermon preached by the late excel- - 
lent William Henry Taylor, had produced upon the 
mind of her son. It was, however, through the 
ministry of Samuel Romilly Hall at Hull that the 
youth of fifteen was led to make a full closure with 
Christ. Mr. Hall was then a probationer in his third 
year, and he remained only one year in Hull. If 
any one were disposed to draw inferences unfavour- 
able to the preacher from the brevity of his stay in 
the circuit, how mistaken he would be in his con- 
clusion. "Let him know," says St. James, "that he 
which converteth the sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multi- 
tude of sins." As the convert in this instance became 
a minister whose praise and labours were in all the 
Churches, it is impossible to calculate the greatness 
of the number of souls saved and the vastness of the 
multitude of sins hidden by a forgiving God. Let 
no one despise the youth of a stripling preacher, or 
of his boy-convert, or undervalue the ministry whose 
duration in a circuit is measured by a single year ! 
Young Punshon's conversion was the turning point 
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in his life, and decided the question whether he was 
to be engaged in commerce or become an ambas- 
sador for Christ. Without a Scriptural conversion 
the door of the Wesleyan ministry would have been 
closed against him, no matter how wonderful his 
talents might be. The questions asked in relation 
to candidates for the ministry, "Has he grace?" 
**Has he gifts?" are most important; but with us 
the former is paramount to the latter. May it be 
so to the end of time ! 

3. His Church-membership and early Christian 
work contributed further to lead him towards and 
fit him for the holy ministry. He met in both class 
and private band. From the George-yard Leaders'- 
meeting Minute-book, I have ascertained that he was 
proposed, with nine others, for admission into Society 
at a Leaders'-meeting held on the 23rd of May, 
1839. He was then within six days of being fifteen 
years of age. In an old book belonging to the 
Waltham-street Circuit, of which I am at present 
the custodian, there is a complete list of the Mem- 
bers of Society for the year 1840. In looking over 
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the list I was greatly interested — as I was in ex- 
amining the Minute-book — ^to find in it the name 
" Wm. M. Punshon" There are eleven other names 
in the class to which his belongs, that of the leader 
being John Lowther. The form of Christian fellow- 
ship to which he was led in his boyhood by the 
providence and gi'ace of God he advocated when 
he became a man and a minister. His first prose 
publication, issued during his novitiate at Carlisle, 
was a brochure in favour of the Class-meeting, 
written with much exuberance of metaphor, and to 
which, with his characteristic addiction to figure, 
he gave the title of " Tabor." 

At Hull, he helped to form an association of 
youths, all of whom, numbering eight or ten, in- 
cluding Dr. Lyth, entered the ministry. He be- 
came a prayer-leader and secretary of the York- 
street Sunday school, — the same school which is now 
taught at Oxford-street. He was yet too young for 
the Local Preachers' Plan, but it is known that he 
preached his first sermon on August 2nd, 1840, at 
Ellerby, near Hull. At Sunderland, to which he re- 
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moved shortly after, to the office of his uncle Panton, 
he became an accredited local preacher in 1842, 
under the superintendency of Thomas H. Squance, 
the friend and former fellow-missionary of his uncle 
Clough. In associating with his kindred in the county 
Durham — ^the Pantons of Sunderland and the Coul- 
thards of Gateshead — he breathed the same religious 
atmosphere as when mixing with the Morleys of 
Doncaster and Hull. These favourable surroundings 
contributed to strengthen his spiritual and denomi- 
national attachments, and, no doubt, helped the 
resolve to which he gave expression before his 
ordination, that as Methodism was his spiritual 
birthplace, it should be his spiritual home. Mean- 
while, his superintendent, Mr. Squance, and his 
uncle, JNIr. Clough, perceiving that the Lord had 
called the youth to the full work of the ministry, 
urged him to obey the call. As the result, but not 
without prayer and mental struggle, he went to 
Woolwich, to Mr. Clough's, in September, 1843, to 
prepare for his evident future. In 1844, having been 
approved of by the March Quarterly Meeting of the 
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Deptford Circuit, and having passed examinations 
at the May District Meeting in London and the July 
Examination Committee, he was accepted by the 
Conference of that year as a candidate for the 
ministry. Having traced for you the processes by 
which this important consummation was reached, I 
invite you to glorify God in him. 

11. In Dr. Punshon s natural gifts, consecrated, 
as they were, to the service of Christ, we have addi- 
tional reasons for glorifying God. Chief amongst 
these were memory, imagination, sympathy, and 
utterance. 

1. Memory was amongst the most remarkable of 
his mental powers, and with it nature had lavishly 
endowed him. Its power of retentiveness for words 
as well as thoughts was something marvellous. I 
have myself heard him recite with unfailing accuracy 
whole pages of his favourite authors in prose as well 
as verse. This wonderful faculty, which binds us to 
the past, the repertory of knowledge, and without 
which learning would be lost* as fast as it was ac- 
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quired, by its remarkable strength in his case, 
greatly aided him in the acquisition and retention 
of knowledge. It was, too, some compensation 
for the leisure for close study which he lacked, and 
which less popular ministers may command. It 
was this which made him the memoriter preacher 
that he could scarcely help being. It was facile 
work for him to WTite his mental compositions on 
the tablets of his memory, and, I believe, it was 
easier for him to remember what he had thus 
written than to forget. The high uses to which 
memory may be put in the service of God, no one 
has shown in more beautiful thoughts and words 
than he himself, in his remarkable sermon on " Thou 
shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God 
led thee," &c. In the uses to which he applied his 
own consecrated memory we may glorify God in 
him. 

2. Imagination was another distinguishing quality 
of Dr. Punshon's mind. He possessed in consider- 
able strength the grand faculty which has created 
our loftiest poetry, and without which oratory could 
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never reach its highest flights. In the case of my 
lamented friend, the results were seen in his two 
poetical publications — Lai/s of Hope, the oflspring 
of his youth, and Sabbath Chimes^ the creation of 
his more matui'ed genius — and still more in the 
brilliance and beauty with which his pulpit and plat- 
form discourses were illumined and adorned. Nor 
did he offer "strange fire" in illustrating sacred 
themes with the light of a sanctified imagination. 
He only did what some of the inspired ^vriters had 
done before him. The Bible, we know, is not a dull, 
prosaic book. Much of it is poetical in conception, 
and even poetical in structure, and sparkles with the 
radiance of imaginative thought. If a preacher be 
endowed with this splendid gift, he may employ it, as 
I believe our brother did, to the glory of God. 

3. Sympathy was another power which was pos- 
sessed and shown by him whose loss we mourn. 
Emotional, although not weakly so, but in a con- 
trollable degree, he had a heart to feel as well as an 
imagination to conceive. While addressing the un- 
derstanding of his hearers ^nd grappling with their 
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consciences, he entered into their feelings^ and iden- 
tified himself with their joys and sorrows, hopes and 
fears. Endowed himself with a delicate sensibility, 
he unlocked their hearts with tlie key of sympathy, 
and touched the chords of their finest feelings. He 
dealt not with the mystical or transcendental, but 
gave not unfrequently one of those touches of natui'e 
which make the whole world kin. In his sermons 
there was quite as much of heart as of head. And it 
was the heart-element which made them popular 
with the masses, whilst they were admired by the 
cultured for their other qualities as well. Had the 
electric current of sympathy not run through his 
discourses ; had they no merits but the merely intel- 
lectual, then men would have admired them princi- 
pally for the splendour of the rhetoric, just as men 
admire a display of fireworks. But the amount of 
sanctified humanness connected with his ministry 
made it plain that the "treasure" was " in an earthen 
vessel ; '* and his hearers must have felt that the 
powerful Elijah who addressed them was, after all, 
" a man of like passions " with themselves. 



A MEMORIAL SERMON. 21 

4. His gift of utterance, taken in combination 
with his mental characteristics, made him, like 
Apollos, '^an eloquent man." His elocutionary 
powers I have never heard equalled, much less 
surpassed ; and he exercised them with remarkable 
effectiveness whether he extemporised, recited, or 
read. In hearing him read the lessons in public 
worship it was scarcely possible to be inattentive to 
God's Word. He caught the meaning of the sacred 
writers, entered into their spirit, and modulated his 
voice in harmony with the varying sentiments and 
feelings which were expressed. He was a master of 
emphasis, and knew where and how to ring out the 
emphatic word, which he did sometimes with thrilling 
effect. He could excite a congregation by the way 
in which he read certain chapters of the Bible which 
are especially graphic or dramatic. No one who ever 
heard him read the ninth chapter of St. John's 
Gospel can easily forget it. He made the scene live 
before the audience until you thought you saw and 
heard the actors, — Jesus and His disciples, the blind 
man and his parents, and the villanous Pharisees. 
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I was once told that a Unitarian, who heard him read 
that chapter at a public service at SheflSeld, was won 
over to orthodoxy by an emphasis placed on the word 
** man," in the passage : " Since the world began was 
it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one 
that was bom blind." 

His gift of utterance was a talent neither buried 
nor misapplied. It was employed on themes which 
relate to God and the soul, redemption and eternity ; 
— ^themes which immeasurably transcend those which 
engage the eloquence of the senate and the bar. 
His thoughts were clothed in chosen words and illus- 
trated with much opulence of imagery. His sentences 
were those of a skilled rhetorician, having a rhythm 
of their own, and constructed almost with the per- 
fection of metrical composition. Under the spells 
of his enchanting oratory, one felt like Milton's 
Comus in listening to the lost lady in the wood : 

^' Can any mortal measure of earth's mould 
Breathe such Divine, enchanting ravishment ? 
Sure something holy lodges in that breast, 
And with these raptures moves the vocal air 
To testify his hidden residence." 
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And yet with his wonderful eloquence he faithfully 
set forth the Gospel in its simplicity. Having re- 
ference to the doctrinal teaching of his discourses 
and to the unction from the Holy One, he could say, 
as truthfully as any simple and imcultured but suc- 
cessful preacher of the same Gospel : " My speech 
and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power." 

in. In the Christian character and graces of Dr. 
Punshon we have much reason for glorifying God 
in him. 

1. The personal godliness of a popular minister is 
generally well known, for "the fierce light which beats 
upon a throne" beats more or less upon every con- 
spicuous position. Of Dr. Punshon's noble character 
I need say but little. It was worthy of the training 
which he received from gojdly parents in a religious 
home. At the basis of his character lay the fact 
of his early conversion. By the grace of God he 
was what he was. The result was that liis character 
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was built up in beautiful symmetry and strength, 
and was at once simple, solid, massive, stable. 

2. His Christian graces consisted of whatsoever 
things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of 
good report. The fruits of the Spirit, — ^love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance, — were brought forth by him 
to the glory of God. Three distinguishing features 
of his piety were simplicity, humility, brotherliness. 
At the very first he received the Kingdom of God 
as a little child, and with a child-like faith he 
retained it to the end. 

Not less remarkable was his great humility. Few 
ministers have had more numerous incentives to 
vanity, to pride, to self-importance. Crowds gathered 
to hear him wherever he went ; while followed by the 
masses, the educated and tastefiU heard him with 
delight. With his brethren in the ministry he was 
" a man greatly beloved." They elected him into the 
Hundred at the earliest moment he was eligible, — ^a 
unique distinction. They placed him in the chair of 
the Conference when, after a few years of absence, 
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they received him back with thankful hearts from 
Canada. He was known and honoured in other 
Churches. He was respected by the secular press 
and the general public, and whenever illness laid him 
aside, it was made known throughout the country, as 
in the case of princes and ministers of state. Some 
in their extravagant admiration offered him the 
adulation of hero-worship. Like the idolaters at 
Lystra, who came with oxen and garlands to sacrifice 
to Paul and Barnabas, deeming them gods in the 
likeness of men, these admirers presented to him 
unstintedly the incense of undiscriminating praise. 
And yet his head was not turned, but by the grace of 
God he was " clothed with humility." 

Brotherliness was a conspicuous virtue of this 
gifted minister. It resulted partly from his modest 
estimate of his own excellencies; partly from a 
generous recognition of the merits of his brethren ; 
and partly from the warmth of his affections sanctified 
by grace. The sense of self-importance, leading to 
airs of superiority, which in some instances interfere 
with the fraternal in feeling and action, did not exist 
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io his case. It was his pride, not that he rose head 
and shoulders above his brethren, but that he was 
one of what he himself called " The great Brother- 
hood of Methodist Preachers." 

IV. The character of Dr. Punshon's ministry 
constitutes a ground for glorifying God in him. His 
ministry was evangelical, faithful, and successful. 

1. His popularity was not secured by the sacrifice 
of simple Gospel truth. He did not discard the 
plain, old-fashioned doctrines of " repentance towards 
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ" for the 
leading questions of the day in politics, in discovery, 
in material and intellectual progress. He did not, 
like some, discuss the novel speculations of the 
" thinkers " of the age instead of Christ crucified. 
Let young ministers ponder this ; the most popular 
preacher of the age was not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Christ, but was intensely evangelical. His sermons 
were not streams of irrelevant eloquence, slightly 
tinctured with a few drops of Gospel ; they flowed 
deep and fiill with "the truth as it is in Jesus,'* 
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and sparkled bright and clear with the water of 
Ufe. 

2. His ministry was faithful. He warned as well 
as taught. This was a characteristic of his lectures 
as well as of his sermons. In his fine oration, 
" Daniel in Babylon," for instance, he comes to close 
quarters with the consciences of young men. As a 
preacher he exposed folly, unmasked hypocrisy, 
lashed vice, and, like his Master, failed not to speak 
of " the damnation of hell." 

3. In calling sinners to repentance, in edifying the 
Church, and in defending the faith, his ministry was 
a ministry of success. He mourned, I believe, that 
he did not see more fruit for his labours ; yet fruit 
he had. I remember one occasion myself, when 
eighteen persons professed to find peace at the 
prayer-meeting after his sermon. On Easter Sunday 
last, while his mortal remains were still unburied, I 
referred to his death in the pulpit of Waltham-street 
ChapeL At the close of the service a commercial 
gentleman visiting Hull, who had come from his 
hotel to the chapel, thanked me for my references to 
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the deceased, and added, "Dr. Punshon was the 
means of my own conversion when he was stationed 
in Sheffield." Still I am aware that some ministers 
who give themselves up to evangelistic work may 
count up more converts ; but the measure of minis- 
terial success can never be fully known until the day 
shall declare how much of the increase which God 
gives is due, under God, to Paul who plants, and how 
much to Apollos who waters. 

Success in the ministry should not be gauged ex- 
clusively by the statistics of conversion. If a minis- 
ter feed the flock of God, instructing the ignorant, 
comforting the disconsolate, encouraging the timid, 
helping the weak, — is not that also success? Our 
greatly gifted brother, moreover, caused places of 
worship to spring up where none, or inadequate ones, 
existed before, creating for the purpose a special 
fund by his single-handed efforts. He gathered, as 
at Bayswater, entirely new congregations, and ex- 
ceUed all his brethren in raising means and men for 
propagating the Gospel throughout the world. In 
matters of administration and in ecclesiastical states- 
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manship his gifts were of rare excellence, and were 
exercised with great advantage to the work of God 
in connection with both the British and Canadian 
Conferences. Success? He had it in the United 
Kingdom, and on the American , continent from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. Success ! His thirty-six 
years' ministry was one brilliant career of uninter- 
rupted success ! We glorify God in him. 

V. Can we glorify God in the death of His ser- 
vant? We ought, wherever the blessed sequence 
applies ; and it does in the present instance : ** For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." And yet, 
I confess for myself, I have scarcely ever found it 
more difficult to reconcile myself to a death than to 
this. Even now I cannot understand it : '* When I 
thought to know this, it was too painful for me." 
The tidings of that death in the evening papers 
on the fourteenth day of April last came upon the 
whole Connexion with painful surprise, occasioning 
bewilderment and sorrow. 

For some months before his decease, Dr. Punshon 
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felt unwell. In a letter written to myself, dated the 
15th December last, he says : ** I am sorry to hear of 
your sick house ; I hope the cloud will soon be lifted. 
We are in the valley of the shadow. John William 
grows worse and weaker almost daily ; and I am fer 
from well, suffering from sleeplessness and chronic 
dyspepsia, with other and sequent ailments ; mourn- 
ing, moreover, over dear, good Mr. Panton's death, 
— dear to me as a brother." 

John William passed away at Bournemouth not 
many weeks afterwards, with the word *' Jesus !" on 
his lips, and the heartstricken father laid in the 
grave with his eldest son some of his own most 
fondly-cherished hopes. It was not at Bournemouth 
only that he had from time to time to seek the 
possession of a burying-place to bury his dead out 
of his sight. At Sheffield and Leeds he lost two 
infant children; and at Kensal Green Cemetery 
may be seen their mother's grave. In connection 
with his Canadian sojourn were the mournful 
memories of the deaths of a wife and a daughter, 
and that daughter his first-born child. 
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While his heart was aching for the loss of his eldest 
son, he undertook a journey with Mrs. Punshon and 
other friends to the shores of the Mediterranean, in 
the hope that the change might bring relief from 
sorrow and improvement in health. This hope was 
doomed to disappointment ; and he had to make the 
long homeward journey from Genoa, after an alarm- 
ing attack, in weakness and suffering. There is 
something that excites the imagination and awakens 
sympathy in the picture of the invalid minister, 
whose life was precious to thousands, travelling night 
and day amid the glories of Alpine scenery, through 
the Mont Cenis tunnel, along the weird valleys of 
Savoy, amongst the vineyards of France, across the 
silver streak of sea, to reach his longed-for home in 
London, but really, as the issue proved, to die in his 
nest. 

Dr. Punshon had no desire to die ; the love of life 
with him was strong. No one enjoyed more what 
he himself called "the luxury of living." His 

« 

intuitive perception of the beautiful in natural 
scenery, in art, in literature, brought him pleasures 
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to which many are strangers. His intensely social 
nature saved him from every tendency to misanthropy, 
and gave him a keen relish for the society of the 
gifted and the good. His spiritual sympathies gave 
him a yearning for the salvation of souls ; and his 
studies^ and advocacy, and office, in connection with 
Christian IVIissions, made those sympathies cosmo- 
politan. Notwithstanding his desire for life, feeling 
strange symptoms about his heart, he referred occa- 
sionally during his last few weeks to the possibility 
of dying soon. In these conversations he said that he 
did not ask for the triumphant death that some had 
had, but for peace, adding, " My testimony is my life." 
He gave as his reasons for wishing to live, not only, 
"for Mary's sake" (Mrs. Punshon) and others, but, 
he continued, ** I wish to live that I may serve God 
better than I have ever served Him." 

Only a week after the return home, the end came. 
A fatal termination was unexpected by the doctors, 
and by his family. He spent a part of his last day 
on earth, unaware that Heaven was so very near, in 
reading. He sat down to his desk, worked a little 
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among his papers, and then rearranged them with 
characteristic orderliness. An attached Canadian 
friend (the Rev. Hugh Johnstone), whose love to him 
was wonderful, bid him farewell on Wednesday night, 
expressing a hope of seeing him in Canada before 
long. Mr. Osbom, his colleague at the Mission 
House, conversed and prayed with him after eleven 
o'clock that night, and then took his departure, not 
apprehending any immediate danger. Becoming 
worse, as he sat in his chair, to which he walked 
unaided, he said to Mrs. Punshon and other relations 
who were present, " You have come to see me die ! " 
They were distressed at the saying, but thought it 
impossible that God would take him from them. 
The complication of diseases under which he was 
suffering, of which bronchial affection, congested 
pneumonia, and heart disturbance were the principal, 
developed worse symptoms, especially the latter. 
" Am I dying, doctor ? " he asked his medical atten- 
dant, who, seeing hope was passed, replied in the 
affirmative. It was less than half an hour before he 
expired that the awful truth forced itself upon his 

c 
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friends that the end was come. There was little time 
for testimonies and messages. To his agonised wife 
he said, '^ I have loved you fondly ; Ioyc Jesus, and 
meet me in Heaven ! " For his youngest son, Percy, 
who had not got back from Italy, he left the mes- 
sage, "Love Jesus, and meet me in Heaven!" In 
relation to his own state, he said, '^ I feel that Jesus 
is a living, bright reality. Jesus ! Jesus I Jesus ! '' 
These, I believe, were the last words spoken by the 
wonderfully eloquent tongue which for more than 
thirty-six years had preached with fidelity and suc- 
cess, " Jesus and the Resurrection." And when he 
had said this he fell asleep. 

I shall not attempt to appraise the loss which this 
death inflicts. Our Church is deprived of its fore- 
most minister; our ministry of its brightest orna- 
ment. We shall miss him in the pulpit, on the plat- 
form, in the Committee-room ; but we shall miss him 
most in the Conference. There his spirit was beauti- 
ful, his counsel safe, his influence mighty. He was as 
wise as he was brilliant, and as good as he was 
wise. 
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Devout men carried William Morley Punshon to 
his burial at Eastertide, when Christian hope 
triumphs over sorrow. As I looked down into the 
grave, and saw the coffin covered with wreaths, 
I thought, " Ah ! my beloved friend served his 
own generation by the will of God ; he has fallen 
on sleep, and will see corruption; but there is 
One in whom he trusted, whom Gk)d raised again, 
who saw no corruption ! '* To His voice let all who 
hear me listen : " I am the resurrection and the life : 
he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live : and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
Me shall never die." 



c2 



SOME PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS 



OF 



DR. PUNSHON'S 
EARLIER LIFE AND MMSTRY. 



SOME PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS 

OF 

DR. PUNSHON'S EARLIER LIFE AND MINISTRY 



THE JULY EXAMINATION, 1844. 

In July, 1844, fifty-six candidates for the ministry, of 
whom I was one, were examined together in the Morn- 
ing Chapel, City-road. When the roll was called, a young 
man of twenty, evidently keen of eye, and with curly 
locks, answered to the name of William Morley Punshon. 
On successive days I heard his vivd voce examination, and 
his written answers to certain printed questions. There 
was nothing in these that I can remember to find fi^ult 
with ; but, on the other hand, there was nothing to indi- 
cate that this particular candidate would so far excel his 
brethren as to become the foremost Methodist preacher of 
his day. I do not recollect that we spoke to one another 
during the days we stood face to face at City-road. After 
our appointment to circuits by the Conference of the 
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following year — ^ho to Whitehaven and I to Workington— 
we vciy early formed the friendship which has stood the 
strain of thirty-six years. After meeting in Cumberland, 
one of our earliest conversations was on the incidents of the 
July Examination. We agreed that a few of the committee 
were unnecessarily severe with some of the candidates. 
With the President, John Scott, there was nothing to com- 
plain of; but Dr. Bunting, "behind the throne, and greater 
than the throne," who possessed a giant's power, used it like 
a giant ; at least, so thought some of the examinees. One, 
who declined to promise for the foreign work, on the ground 
that he did not feel called to go abroad, was told by the doctor 
that by-and-by he would feel called only to London, Liver- 
pool, or Manchester, whereas the Conference might think 
that he was called to Banff or Inverness. To another, who 
in his innocency quoted from a book written by an 
American Methodist minister, he gave a sharp reproof 
for daring to mention the book before the committee. 
" We don't want it here," said he, adding, with a rasping 
emphasis, "nor 'Entranced Females' either!" This 
brought to his feet the author of The Entranced FemcUe, 
who was present, and who defended his little book with 
spirit. In the encounter between the two great men of the 
committee, the half-scared candidate and his luckless 
reference were forgotten. A dozen years after this, when 
stationed in London, I had opportunities of knowing 
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Dr. Bunting more intimately, and found out that behind 
his severity of manner there beat a fatherly heart, and that 
he was as kind as he was great. Young Punshon fared 
better before the July committee than some of his brother 
candidates; but he told me that at the close of his 
examination at the May District Meeting he was rather 
worried by the number of questioners. Having after- 
wards to read some verses from the Bible, that the 
meeting might judge of the way in which he read the 
lessons in public worship, he created a smile by the passage 
which, without design, fell to hid lot: "How are they 
increased that trouble me! Many are they that rise up 
against me," &c. 

It was wonderful how well he remembered the names and 
other particulars of his fellow-candidates of 1844. He felt 
gratified in being associated with brethren some of whom, 
in process of time, made their mark in the Connexion. 
Without naming all such, there were three — John D. 
Geden, Benjamin Hellier, and Samuel Coley — ^who became 
eventually distinguished members of the tutorial staff of 
our Theological Institution. Mr. Geden, now an Old 
Testament revisionist, was Mr. Punsh6n*s colleague for 
one year at Newcastle-on-Tyne. The name of Samuel 
Coley will appear on the death-roll next Conference in 
connection with that of William Morley Punshon. Neither 
of the two was of age when they appeared before the July 
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committee ; one became the foremost preacher of the Con* 
nexion, and the other second in popularity only to him ; 
and both of them died at &n age when great men are 
considered to be merely in their prima When I think of 
these two fellow-candidates, one of them my beloved col- 
league at City-road, the other my earliest and dearest 
ministerial Mend, and that I survive them both, I adopt a 
saying which I heard one of them once use: "I am 
ashamed to be alive when better men are dead." 



HIS FIRST MISSIONARY SPEECH. 

Mr. Punshon's first missionary speech as a minister (he 
had spoken previously as a local preacher) it was my 
happiness to hear. It was delivered at Harrington, a 
quaint little sea-port, then in the Whitehaven circuit As 
I was the '^ stranger" from Workington, he urged me, as 
'Hhe deputation," to make ''the collection speech." I was 
suffering with hoarseness in consequence of a cold, and so I 
resolutely refused. As I listened to his oration, for such it 
was, I felt very thankful for my hoarseness, for I do not 
think I could have spoken after such a speech. I was pre- 
pared for something good, as accounts reached Workington 
almost daily of the wonderful young preacher who had 
come to Whitehaven. These reports I had largely dis- 
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counted as the usual exaggerated estimates of ''new 
brooms." But when I heard for myself, I found that the 
half had not been told me, nor even the tenth. The rush 
of brilliant thoughts and burning words, the perfect whirl- 
wind of eloquence, almost took away my breath. I do 
not know that I was more enraptured with his speeches at 
Exeter Hall in after years, than with that first platform 
eflfbrt during the first few weeks of his ministry. We 
used to call it his '' Excitements Speech," as he dwelt in it 
upon the excitements of novelty, opposition, and success, 
by which the missionary enterprise had been supported in 
turns, until at last it came to rest upon principle. I no 
longer wondered that such an orator succeeded in filling 
the large, half-empty chapel at Whitehaven with admiring 
hearers, before his first month in the circuit was over. 



HIS FIRST DISTRICT MEETING. 

In the May of 1846 he attended his first District 
Meeting at Carlisle. He and I were lodged together at 
a village two miles from the city, and as we had to preach 
on successive mornings at five o'clock an early start was 
necessary. We arranged between us that he was to 
remain awake all night the first night to waken me, as 
I had to preach the first morning. I promised to do 
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the same for him the next night ; but, alas ! the willing 
spirit was overmatched by the weak flesh, and the "viratch- 
man overslept himself. Finding ourselves considerably 
behind time, in order to recover some of it we ran the 
whole of the two miles, but, unlike Peter and John, one 
jiid not outrun the other. Arrived at the chapel we 
found the congregation singing, and the Eev. Samuel Eowe 
giving out a hymn from his pew. Mr. Punshon entered 
the unoccupied pulpit, and preached a sermon remarkably 
beautiful and eloquent. After the service I breakfasted 
with some of the ministers at the house of Mr. James ; the 
preacher of the morning not being present, much of the 
conversation at the breakfast-table turned on the sermon, 
wonderful from^any one, but especially from a probationer 
in his first year. Admiration was expressed by all. 

At this first District Meeting he paid marked attention 
to the business transacted, although, as a probationer, he 
had neither voice nor vote in the meeting. His attention 
to details, his relish for work, and his cultivation of 
business habits, were remarkable in one of his imagina- 
tive powers, and no doubt contributed to make him the 
able administrator as superintendent of a circuit, chairman 
of a district, President of the Conference, and missionary 
secretary, which he proved himself aftenvards to be. 
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A VISIT TO THE LAKES. 

During our first summer in Cumberland we went to- 
gether to Keswick to speak at a tea meeting. We took 
the opportunity of the visit to see as much of the 
Lakes as we could. To myself it was an exquisite pleasure 
to pay my first visit to that romantic neighbourhood in 
company with one whose poetical susceptibilities and tastes 
were in harmony with the scenery, and who, in other 
respects, was a genial and charming companion. To hear 
his admiring comments on the varying scenes, and by 
sympathy to share in his raptures, greatly added to my 
own enjoyment. I found, too, that the poetical associ- 
ations of the district invested the landscapes with addi- 
tional attractions to him. He remembered that we were 
in the region of the Lake Poets as well as at the Lakes. 
He gazed with interest on Greta Hall, at the foot of 
Skidd aw, so long the residence of Southey, then but three 
years dead ; and although we did not on this occasion 
extend our excursion as far as Eydal Mount, yet my friend 
quoted Wordsworth. In Lays of Hope, published soon 
after this visit, are some lines on " Lowdore," in which the 
author says more in praise of Southey than of the waterfall 
itself. This characteristic, resulting, no doubt, from the 
strength of his human sympathies, social instincts, and 
admiration of genius, I noticed about two years afterwards 



46 SOME PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 

k 

at Gilsland, a charming Cumbriaii spa between Carlisle 
and Hexham. Before speaking at the meeting for which 
we were engaged, we wandered about through the richly- 
wooded scenery and romantic glens, greatly admiring the 
views ; but my friend forgot not to tell me that this same 
Gilsland figures in one of Sir Walter Scott's books, and 
with him this evidently gave to the place an increased in- 
terest. In speaking of the Scottish lochs he told me that, in 
sailing down Loch Katrine, in order to enjoy the neighbour- 
hood with intenser relish, he read The Lady of the Lake all 
the time. His lecture on " Florence and Her Memories " 
shows that on the banks of the Amo he thought more 
about human genius than inanimate beauty. I confess to 
some sympathy with this disposition. When at Florence 
myself, after seeing the art treasures of the Pitti palace and 
the Uffizi, I desired to visit next the woods of Valom- 
brosa, some miles away. A kind-hearted but unromantic 
fellow traveller, a Liverpool shipowner, put a check upon 
my purpose when I could give him no better reason than 
that Milton had been there more than two hundred years 
before, and that he found there the illustration which he 
employs in Paradise Lost : — 

" Thick as autumnal leaves that strew the brooks 
In Valombrosa." 

At Lowdore a cannon was fired off that we might 
hear the echoes of the report. While the successive rever- 
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berations were mnniiig round and round the circle of 
mountains in which the Derwentwater Lake is enclosed, 
three tourists unexpectedly accosted us. They were Wes- 
leyan ministers, viz., Edward Brice, William WiUan, and 
Samuel Eomilly Hall. Seeing Mr. Punshon paying the 
man in charge of the cannon for the shot just fired, one 
of them said, " Oh ! it appears we are indebted to you for 
this treat ! We are glad we got in time to hear your 
great gun. 

The real "great gun" fired off later on that evening at 
the Keswick chapel, where we had a glorious meeting. The 
Whitehaven minister spoke in his usual style, and so ex- 
cited were myself and the late Eobert Haworth, who was 
then stationed at Keswick, that neither of us were able to 
go to sleep the livelong night, but we chatted until morning. 
The appearance of Mr. Hall at Lowdore must have carried 
back Mr. Punshon's mind to the time at Hull when he was 
brought into filial relation with God. In consequence of 
that change, he was able to enjoy his visit to the Lakes 
with higher and more blessed feelings than if it had not 
taken place. As he looked on mountain, and mere, and 
waterfall, this was the feeling : " My Father made 
them all ! " 
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HIS FIRST CONFERENCE AND ORDINATION. 

At the Conference of 1849, at which we were ordained, 
Mr. Punshon and I lodged together at Mr. 0x167*8, Stocks, 
Manchester. At Oldham-street Chapel we sat side by 
side in a front pew of the gallery, and from our " coigne of 
vantage " we watched with intense interest the proceedings 
of Conference. We heard the two speeches of Thomas 
Jackson, one after his election to the chair, the other in 
introducing the question of "character," both delivered 
with solemn earnestness, and foreboding the disciplinary 
measures which followed and have made that Conference 
memorable. We witnessed the exciting scene when James 
Everett appeared at the bar, and was questioned with 
regard to his connection with the " Fly Sheets," and we 
heard the sentence of expulsion. I believe we had both 
left Manchester before the expulsion of Messrs. Dunn and 
Griffith. I know certainly that I was on a tour when it 
took place, and that I did not hear of it for at least a fort- 
night after the event. Mr. Punshon was much struck with 
the debating power of the Conference, and, notwithstanding 
his own special oratorical gifts, he greatly coveted this 
particular kind of ability, in which, however, he never 
reached the same excellence as that to which he attained in 
the prepared deliverances of the pulpit and platform. In 
this species of oratory, I know, he always regarded Dr. 
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Osborn as facile prineeps, and frequently listened to him 
with admiration and wonder. At our public examination 
in Oldham-street Chapel, Mr. Punshon was called upon to 
speak, and delivered himself with unaffected modesty. In 
his theological examination in the Conference there was 
nothing remarkably striking in his answers. It was when 
he appeared on the Sunday afternoon in the pulpit of 
Ebenezer Chapel, Stocks, that he showed his wonderful 
powers. He preached from John x. 10, and as I was 
present, I was able to see that a considerable number of 
ministers had come to hear him, for his fame had already 
spread from Cumberland to other shires. Of course he 
also heard others preach at this Conference. His favourite 
preacher amongst those whom he then heard was George 
Steward ; and as we listened to him one Sunday morning, 
uttering grand thoughts in lofty diction, my companion 
was excited with delight, notwithstanding Mr. Steward^s 
strange and faulty elocution. The ordination service took 
place in Irwell-street Chapel, when thirty-seven young mini- 
sters were separated to the work and office of the ministry 
by the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery. Dr. 
Newton delivered the charge. Of the thirty-seven the 
names of only nineteen now remain on the Minutes of Con- 
ference. Amongst those who have " fallen on sleep " may 
be mentioned Benjamin Frankland, B.A., many years the 
Connexional Editor ; William Hessle, one of a remarkable 

D 
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family ; Michael C. Taylor, notable for his saintliness ; 
William Fox, who died at Preston ; Eichard Woodfin, 
and others. Of those who remain to this present, are 
such able ministers as Dr. Eigg, Eichard Eoberts, John 
Eoberts (a), Stephen P. Harvard, John McKenny, George 
Mather, with several more whom I need not name. Dr. 
Punshon held in affectionate regard his ministerial brethren, 
but took an especial interest in the ministers of his own 
year, "the men of '45," as he sometimes called them. 
Our present ^President, Mr. Jenkins, is one of the number, 
but having been in India in 1849, he was not ordained 
with the others in Manchester. 



AFTER MARRIAGE AND ORDINATION. 

At the Conference of 1849 Mr. Punshon was appointed 
to Newcastle-on-Tyne, As I was only fourteen miles off, at 
Shotley Bridge, I had many opportunities of continued 
intercourse with him. There was scarcely a village in my 
circuit to which I did not get him to come and preach. 
Our young wives, both born on the banks of the Tyne, got 
to know and love one another well. The first summer 
after marriage we took lodgings together at Tjrnemouth ; 
and that first seaside sojourn in our new relationships 
forms a green and sunny spot in the memories of Mrs. 
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ITCuUagh and myself, and was, I know, greatly enjoyed 
by Mr. and Mrs. Punshon. The events in the domestic 
history of our two friends were duly made known to us 
from time to time, especially the births of children. On 
the arrival of the firstborn he wrote, "God blessed me 
with a daughter about an hour ago ;" and upon the birth 
of his eldest son he sent at once to tell us that ** the heir of 
all the Punshons" had made his appearance. In one 
letter he speaks pleasantly of his infant daughter's " studies 
in gaslight," and in another he remarks playfully, "Our 
little Fanny bids fair to be a toothless prodigy ; never a 
solitary ivory has eliminated himself, herself, or itself, to 
the present time." He consoled himself with the thought 
that " her intellectuals are developing before her animals 
and vegetables." Again he wrote to say that at last " a 
tooth has peeped above the horizon." All this may be 
regarded by some as very little, but I confess that as 
symptomatic of his human sympathies and fatherly feel- 
ings it helped to endear him all the more to me. 

It was at Newcastle that Mr. Punshon formed his very 
ardent friendship with WilUam Hirst, at present the 
Chairman of the Newcastle District. His well-known at- 
tachment to Dr. Gervase Smith dates from the still earlier 
period of their schoolboy days. It fell to the lot of this life- 
long friend to pourtray, after her decease, in the pages of 
the Magazine^ the brief life and beautiful character of the 

d2 
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first Mrs. Punshon, a task which he performed with a skilful 
and delicate hand, and with feeling and taste. This 
charming lady I met with at her father's at Gateshead, and 
knew her as Maria Ann Vickers, before she became the wife 
. of my friend. Her qualities of head and heart made her a 
favourite amongst her acquaintances, but by few, I believe, 
was she loved more sincerely than by her now widowed 
successor, the present Mrs. Punshon. 

His course at Newcastle was threatened with disturbance 
through the great agitation which followed the disciplinary 
action of the Manchester Conference. On September 9th, 
1849, when about a week in his new circuit, he wrote to 
me : " This comes to open our epistolary campaign after 
the * long vacation,' during which so much of eventfulness 
and so much of blessing have come upon us both." To- 
wards the close of the letter, he says, " Are you quiet in 
Shotleyl We have a good deal of agitation here, but 
unless Everett comes in person, I think it will soon sub- 
side." Matters, however, grew worse, and after a time he 
wrote to say, " I have had my first public hissing." This 
treatment he received from a mob which waylaid the 
Leaders' meeting at Brunswick Chapel, to express dis- 
approbation for some act of discipline which had been 
exercised. Mr. Pemberton, one of the circuit ministers, 
afraid to face the mob, clambered over the walls of back 
yards to make good his escape to his own house. This 
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good man soon after fell into ill-health and died. His 
death, it was thought, was hastened by the anxieties and 
annoyances to which he was subjected in those times of 
strife. His colleague, Punshon, braver of heart, and 
favoured by nature with as fine a flow of spirits as ever 
man was blessed with, easily rose superior to the difficul- 
ties of the position. The tide of his pulpit popularity, 
moreover, swept all opposition before it. However some 
might condemn the action of the Conference of 1849, the 
people were irresistibly drawn to hear this young ApoUos, 
this "eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures." Indeed, 
persons came purposely from other circuits to hear him. At 
Hexham, twenty miles up the Tyne, there were some who 
ran down frequently to Newcastle to listen to him. When 
I removed from Hexham in 1849, 1 left behind me there two 
young men, members of society, who, with a taste for the 
beautiful in thought and speech, heard Mr. Punshon when- 
ever they could. One of them was known to me as Joseph 
Parker, and is now known to fame as the pastor of the 
City Temple. The other, Nevison Lorraine, is at present 
the respected vicar of St. Paul's, Chiswick In conse- 
quence of a division which took place in the Independent 
Church at Hexham, young Parker, who was brought up 
an Independent, and his father became worshippers with us 
at the Wesleyan Chapel. He met in the class of which 
Mrs. M'Cullagh was a member before our marriage, and to 
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this day she remembers his appearance and style of speak- 
ing in the class. The second sermon which he ever preached 
it was my happiness to hear. The text was : " If I whet 
My glittering sword, and Mine hand take hold on judg- 
ment," &C. ; and the sermon was delivered in the open air 
with masterly self-possession and fluency. Although 
Dr. Parker returned to his own people, he has always 
treated with affection and respect the Church with which 
he was connected for a few years. In speaking in his own 
City Temple, he vowed the vow in relation to Methodism, 
" In youth it sheltered me, and 111 protect it now ! " I am 
not certain whether he made an occasional excursion to 
Newcastle or not to hear Mr. Pdnshon ; but it is certain 
that he did hear him occasionally. In his eloquent dloge 
on ** the poet of the Christian pulpit," as he styled Dr. 
Punshon, he speaks as one familiar with his early ministry, 
and of hearing him as " he went forward with crashing 
energy of utterance, yet with tenderest beauty of speech.'* 
Mr. Lorraine, who often ran down from Hexham to New- 
castle to hear the minister whom he so much admired, was 
present at Tranby on the morning of the funeral As with 
heavy heart I spoke to him and to William J. Tweddle and 
to William Hirst, many early memories were awakened of 
him whose unexpected death had brought us together. In 
my sadness I sought comfort in thoughts of the Divine 
Immutability : " All flesh is as grass, and all the glory of 
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man as the flower of grass : the grass withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away; but the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever." 



HIS RUSTICATION, 

At the Conference of 1852 Mr. Punshon was appointed 
to the Sheffield East Circuit, to reside at Thomcliffe, about 
seven miles from the town. This was rustication, not in 
the University sense of penal temporary dismission into the 
country, but in the sense of having a really rural residence, 
and of doing village pastoral work. Now this was just 
the kind of appointment he did not like. His gregarious 
instincts were strong, and he must have been conscious 
of his own capacity, through Divine grace, of stirring the 
masses of large towns. Besides, his growing popularity 
was bringing upon him from all parts of the Connexion 
urgent requests for special pulpit and platform service, 
which he found it difficult to resist, and with many of 
which he had a strong inclination to comply. This could 
not be done without considerable inconvenience. Thom- 
cliffe and Chapeltown, at which latter his residence was 
situated, had not then, what they have now, railway 
communication, nor any public conveyance, except, I 
believe, a kind of coach which ran to Sheffield on market- 
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days. Having resided successively in the not incon- 
siderable port of Whitehaven, the venerable city of Carlisle, 
the prosperous town of Newcastle-on-Tyne, "the metropolis 
of the north," as its inhabitants delight to call it, and 
then to be appointed to reside, not in Sheffield itself, with 
v/hich he would have been content, but in a remote village 
of the Sheffield East Circuit, it is no wonder that he felt 
some disappointment ; still, he was too godly to complain, 
and so he set himself loyally to adapt himself to his new 
environments. When he had been about a week in his 
new circuit he wrote me of his domicile, condition, and 
prospects, as follows : " From my own ingle nook, the 
parlour of a tumble-down house, — venerable from its an- 
tiquity, snug from cottageativeness, pleasant from its 
rurality, remarkable for the combination of its styles of 
architecture, inconvenient because of low roofs and un- 
expected steps which come upon you in strange places, and 
yet charming because it is one's own, — I write to assure 
your Macship that I am still your affectionate friend and 
brother." 

" This certainly," he continued, " is a new style of life 
for me, never to see a 'bus or hear the shriek of a whistle 
from one week's end to another. I doubt not by-and-by I 
shall become so charmingly countrified that, like thfe old 
gentlemen farmers, I shall show that I am a lord of the 
soil by always carrying a pound or two of it, by way of 
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sample, on my boots and breeches. I am expecting, how- 
ever, that it will be a sphere of usefulness, not the less so, 
perhaps, because my antediluvian distance from railways 
will check my vagrancies, and because my predilections 
were in favour of any place but here. I am the exclusive 
pastor of three country places, Thorncliffe, Ecclesfield^ and 
High Green, at two of which I preach every week, and at 
the third once a fortnight. This is all my week-day work ; 
on Sundays I change regularly with the others. So that 
you see, apart from my rustication, my disadvantages are 
not very great." 

I visited Mr. and Mrs. Punshon at their quaint parsonage 
before the year which they spent there had expired. It 
was a beautiful evening in the early part of August, 1853, 
when my two friends met me at the Wortley station of 
the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway, with 
a phaeton to convey me to their home at Chapeltown. 
They pointed out with pleasure some picturesque views 
which the drive commanded, for we were not very far 
from the celebrated Wharncliffe woods and crags. My con- 
tribution to the enjoyment of the ride was "the latest 
intelligence" from the Bradford Conference, which I had 
left so recently as one o'clock that very day. Mr. Punshon 
was with me during the early part of the Conference, 
sitting in the same pew. The incidents of the Conference, 
some of them witnessed by us in common, and others of 
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them by myself after my friend's departure, afforded 
abundant material for conversation. There were the «5- 
cailudrd deliverances of the President, Mr. Lomas, some of 
them sufficiently striking to be remembered by me to this 
day ; the able debate on the case of Daniel Walton, and 
the resignation of George Steward, the greatest blunder of 
his life, as the issue proved. We also heard at the Pre- 
paratory Committees Edward Corderoy and James Heald. 
!Mr. Corderoy spoke like an accomplished orator; Mr. 
Heald like a godly statesman. The spirit of the latter was 
so excellent on this occasion, that some one whispered to 
me, " He is evidently improved by the loss of his seat for 
Stockport. " Whether this remark were correct or not, it 
is very certain that when James Heald lost his election, the 
House of Commons lost from its benches a true Christian 
patriot, able, wise, and good ; and yet he was misunderstood 
by some. Mr. Punshon told me that he met Mr. Heald 
occasionally at Warwick, near Carlisle, and that he thought 
him cold and distant. I found also, some years after this, 
in familiar conversations with Mr. Heald at Parr's Wood, 
that he was not at all captivated with the young preacher 
whom he heard at Warwick, and was rather pained than 
pleased with his dazzling rhetoric. These two eminent 
men got to know one another better as time went on, and 
to recognise and appreciate each other's fine qualities of 
head and heart. 
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One incident of that first Bradford Conference has been 
much upon my mind lately. One day as we sat together 
in our pew, a young minister who had come for ordination 
passed along the aisle. Mr. Punshon called my attention 
to him, and said, "Is he not a nice-looking young fellow ! 
Do you know who he is ? " I replied, " No ; I have never 
seen him before. Who is he ? I exceedingly like his ap- 
pearance." He answered, " That is Marmaduke C. Osbom." 
With this incident upon my mind just now, I cannot help 
thinking how little we know of our future. Had any one 
said to my friend Punshon in Kirkgate Chapel in 1853 as 
he pointed out Mr. Osborn to me, " That young man will 
be the last minister that will see you alive ; he will visit 
you after eleven o'clock on the night of April 13th, 1881. 
You will say to him, * You see me at my worst to-night ; 
had you been here this morning you would have seen me 
at my best.' He will pray with you as your friend and 
colleague, and then take his departure, unapprehensive of 
danger. But, mark this, before two hours are over you 
will be a corpse ! " Had any one spoken to him thus, he 
would have treated it as wild and incredible raving. And 
yet it is what has actually occurred ! 

My visit to Thorncliffe in 1853 was in response to Mr. 
Punshon's invitation to assist at the Missionary Anniversary 
at Mount Pleasant Chapel. He was in my congregation on 
the Sunday morning, and coming to the pulpit to make 
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some announcements, he whispered to me, " You give too 
few verses of the liymns out ; our people here are very fond 
of singing ; let tliem have more verses to sing." Oddly 
enough the liymn wliicli I gave out immediately, or soon 
after, contained the lines — 

'• God is in heaven, and men below : 
Be short our times, our words be few ! 
A Eolemn reverence checks our songs, 
And praise sits silent on our tongues." 

A dozen years after this, when labouring myself in the 
Sheffield East Circuit, I became better acquainted with the 
musical tastes and abilities of the Thorncliffe people, a 
contingent of wliom went regularly to help at the Handel 
Festival at the Crystal Palace. I thought, too, how con- 
siderate and conciliatory was my good friend. The talent 
for quarrelling with singers, which some ministers have, 
was not amongst his manifold gifts. 

On the Monday we had a rather remarkable missionary 

meeting. It was especially distinguished by an inco- 
herent speech, delivered by an African missionary, who 

had the reputation of being a good worker on the foreign 

field. Such a confused jumble of words I never listened 

to; and as he went on at considerable length, and the 

audience could scarcely extricate an intelligible idea from 

the verbal entanglement, the feeling in hearing him was 

one of painful embarrassment. A few of us held a 
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whispered consultation at the back of the platform as to 
what should be done. The Thorncliffe gentlemen urged 
that he should be stopped, but Mr. Punshon, who, in the 
absence of his superintendent, had charge of the meeting, 
refused to comply with the suggestion. This was in 
kindly consideration for the feelings of the speaker, and 
was characteristic of his uniform brotherliness. The most 
interested hearer of this singular speech, if speech it should 
be called, "which shape had none," was apparently a 
physician from Sheffield, a Unitarian, who happened to 
be present. While some were perplexed as to what should 
be done, and others were fearing for the collection, he, 
from his professional standpoint, was coolly diagnosing 
the case. "Gentlemen," said he, at the close of the 
meeting, to a group of us, " to me it is a most interest- 
ing case; it is that of a man thinking and speaking a 
foreign language so long that he has- actually forgotten 
his own." 

Although residing in a village, Mr. Punshon had under 
his own pastoral care several influential families. The 
heads of the well-known firm, "Newton, Chambers, and 
Co.," of the Thorncliffe Iron Works and Collieries, were at 
this time all Methodists connected with Mount Pleasant 
Chapel. With these estimable families I became acquainted 
during my visit to Thorncliffe, in 1853, and got to know 
them very intimately after my own appointment to the 
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Sheffield East Circuit, in 1864. The heads of these 
families, Mr. and Mrs. Newton, of Staindrop Lodge, Mr. 
Thomas Chambers, of Lane End House, Mr. John Cham- 
bers, of Belmont, and Mr. George Chambers, of High 
Green House, have all passed away. The last-mentioned 
was eight years in the Wesleyan ministry, when ill-health 
compelled him to retire. The first time that I preached 
at High Green, I noticed that he sat near me during the 
service on the platform-pulpit, facing the congregation. 
At the close he said to me, I suppose in explanation, 
"You know I am, like yourself, an ordained minister." 
The brothers Gibson, sons of a minister, nephews by their 
mother of Mrs. Newton and the Messrs. Chambers, were 
also resident at Thomcliffe. One of these is well known 
as the Kev. William Gibson, B.A., of Paris. By the 
children and young people of these families Mr. Punshon 
was greatly beloved. One of them, who was a mere child 
when he went in and out at Staindrop Lodge, Mary 
Harriet Newton, grew up to be a spiritually-minded and 
devoted Christian, and died in 1870. One of the young 
ladies at Belmont was married to Mr. Samuel PlimsoU, 
who has become so well known in connection with nautical 
legislation. With the spiritual results of his ministry at 
Thorncliffe Mr. Punshon was not entirely pleased. In 
writing to me at the close of his first seven months there, 
he says : " There is a good work all over the circuit, save 
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my poor Thorncliffe, where all languishes." Thomcliffe 
has been now for some years the head of a circuit. 



IN SHEFFIELD, 

At the beginning of Mr. Punshon's second year in the 
Sheffield East Circuit he left his rural abode near Thorn- 
cliffe and came to reside in the town. The house to which 
he came occupied an elevated position at the junction of 
South-street, Park, Norfolk-road, and Shrewsbury Bank, 
commanding a good view of Sheffield, when it could be 
seen through its own smoke, and also extensive prospects 
of the country, reaching as far as the moors of 
Derbyshire. At this residence I visited him and Mrs. 
Punshon in the May of 1854. I came to the missionary 
meetings at Carver-street and Brunswick Chapels, and 
my dear friends would not let me go to any house but 
their own, and claimed me as their guest. In accepting 
the invitation to the meetings I was largely influenced 
by the assurance that James Montgomery the poet had 
promised to preside at one of them. When I arrived 
in Sheffield he was lying at The Mount an unburied 
corpse. A few days previously the . piJgrim-poet pitched 
for the last time his "moving tent," and was admitted 
to that "home" which, as the land that was very far 
off, he had seen before by "faith's foreseeing eye." Not 
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being able to see the living man, Mr. Punshon accompanied 
me to The Mount, at the other end of the town, at the 
blind-drawn windows of which we gazed in pensive silence 
for some time. Eobert Newton, it will be remembered by 
some, died the same day as James Montgomery. Circum- 
stanced as host and guest were in relation to the mis- 
sionary anniversary, we could not help speaking of the 
renowned missionary advocate and of the sweet missionary 
minstrel who together '* entered heaven with prayer." 
Amongst the poetical tributes which local genius paid to 
the memory of the deceased poet through the columns of 
the local press, there was one, if I recollect aright, from 
the pen of my host. At the funeral his superintendent, 
Mr. Methley, and the governor of Wesley College, Mr* 
Waddy, were two of the pall-bearers, and Mr. Punshon 
was one of the mourners. 

At the missionary meetings, as he acted as District 
Secretary, he did not take the prominent part which 
usually fell to his lot on such occasions. He spoke at the 
Brunswick meeting, and some of his friends thought his 
address was one of his few comparative failures. If it 
were, he redeemed himself next evening, at Chesterfield, 
where he spoke with unrestrained eloquence and power, 
and to which place I was induced to accompany him, 
although we did not get back with our party, over 
the Derbyshire hills, until two o'clock in the morning*. 
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At the breakfast meeting at Carver-street he gave us a 
light and easy speech^ and was happy in his playfulness. 
He even then practised the portrait word-painting at which 
he excelled in his speeches and lectures. His portraiture 
of Catherine de Medicis, in his lecture on " The Hugue- 
nots/' and his sketch of Alfred Cookman, in his speech 
before the General Conference of the American Methodist 
Episcopal Church, are amongst his masterpieces in this 
kind of art. In his speech at the Carver-street breakfast 
meeting he playfully etched, but without one drop of acid, 
certain of the younger ministers who were present, and 
with whom he could make thus free. He delineated Mr. 
Mather " in his Arcadia at Wadsley," and Mr. Clulow as 
" trying to raise his Ebenezer," of which chapel, injured 
by the recent agitation, Mr. Clulow was at that time the 
resident pastor. Of another estimable minister who was 
present, the speaker said that "his faults are as infi- 
nitesimal as the medicines which he takes. ^* This was 
complimentary, but, unfortunately, it let out the secret 
in the presence of his allopathic medical adviser, that 
the minister, too minutely limned, had gone over to the 
medical heresy of homoeopathy. He did not, I think, 
venture to paint the governor of Wesley College, who was 
so much his senior, but for the character of Dr. Waddy he 
had, I know, an intense admiration, a feeling which was 
reciprocated by the elder minister. Dr. Waddy's kind 

E 
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attentions to myself during this, my first visit to Sheffield, 
I attributed largely to my good fortune in being " Punshon's 
friend." 

I am not writing Dr. Punshon's biography in this 
selection of eariy recollections, otherwise I might write 
much of his three years' sojourn in Sheffield. He formed 
there some of the strongest friendships of his loving heart. 
It was, moreover, the scene of his first domestic bereave- 
ment, for there lies what is mortal of his first folded lamb. 
The plan of my remarks and the space I have allotted 
myself will not allow me to name the large number of 
families in Sheffield with which he formed attachments. I 
could speak of them all from personal knowledge, acquired 
during my six years' residence there. I will mention but 
the Foster family, with which Dr. Punshon became con- 
nected by marriage about eight years ago. The widow, 
who, since the fourteenth of April last, has been sympathised 
with and prayed for throughout the Connexion, was a mem- 
ber of my own society class at Norfolk-street Chapel. Her 
name, as Mary Foster, appeared upon my book during the 
three years I had charge of the class. Her excellent parents 
I was intimately acquainted with, and when her father 
died, it fell to my lot to speak to the bereaved family and 
congregation from the Norfolk-street pulpit words of com- 
fort and hope from the appropriate text : " And Enoch 
walked with God : and he was not ; for God took him." 
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When first honoured myself with an invitation to the 
circuit, I consulted my friend Punshon as to whether I 
should accept it or another. He wrote at once : " I prefer 
Sheffield East almost to any circuit I know, but that may 
be no rule for you." When I had been only a few days in 
the circuit he wrote again : " You will be very happy, I 
hope, in Sheffield. Dear old Norfolk-street ! I have many 
ties to that chapel." 



HIS FIRST APPEARANCE AT EXETER HALL, 

His first speech at Exeter Hall, of which he wrote me 
an account, was delivered at the May meeting of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society in 1853. He sat for hours 
on the platform, not knowing whether he had to speak 
or not, when at last Dr. Hoole put a resolution in his 
hand, and whispered, " We want you to second this ; 
twenty minutes at most, and as much less as you like." 
He said it was " a glorious meeting," but did not tell how 
well he did himself in the brief space allotted to him. 
Knowing that his speech would be read far and wide, he 
complained of the "absurd blunders" made by the re- 
porters. " They make me talk of * Ahitophel's treachery,' 
as if I had, not read the Bible better than that." " They 
stick into my lips a French word, of which I am not sure 
whether it means classes or sausages." " The idea of 

E 2 
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changing giants into gerUlemen/" In the sentence, "The 
foolish workmen who are quarrelling about the scaffolding," 
he was made to say havering instead of quarrelling, ''As 
if," he says, "they were a new species of owl, which 
naturalists have not classified, a bird with a special taste 
for timber." Towards the close of the letter he adds : — 
"I have forgotten to tell you the most gratifying thing 
to me : not the congregations, though Spitalfields was full, 
and Hinde-street crowded ; nor the collections, though 
morning was £13 and evening £11 more than last year; 
nor the reception at the meeting, though it was warm, and 
several sentences were drowned in cheering; but that, 
after the meeting, the old doctor,. the great lion, the veri- 
table Jabez Bunting, hobbled across the committee-room, 
for the express purpose of shaking hands with me, and 
telling me that it gave him pleasure to see and hear me 
there. This was worth a dozen platform * Hears ' and a 
million cheers of the mobocracy." Mr. Punshon was then 
only in the seventh year of his ministry ; and that he was 
asked to take part in the anniversary services — ^a rare thing 
for so young a man in those days—he attributed to Dr. 
Osbom. In the prospect of this " London work '' he wrote 
to me, " ' I exceedingly fear and quake.' The Lord will 
give me strength in my day. I don't expect I shall have 
to speak in the HalL If I do, it will be a terrible affair." 
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HIS LECTURE ON BUNYAN. 

Mr. Punshon*s sermon at Spitalfields Chapel on Elijah 
brought him an urgent request from the secretary of the 
Young Men's Christian Association to turn the sermon into 
a lecture and deliver it for the institution which he repre- 
sented. This was the origin of " The Prophet of Horeb," 
the first lecture which he delivered at Exeter Hall. By 
the time he had to deliver the second — " John Bunyan '' — 
I was resident in London, and he and Mrs. Punshon stayed 
at my house. The day he gave the lecture he spent in 
going about from one end of the metropolis to the other, in 
seeing friends, and arrived at my residence rather late for 
tea. While dressing he glanced occasionally at two small 
cards, on which catch-words were written. "What are 
these V* I asked. " My lecture," he replied. Glancing at 
them while at the dressing-table for ten or twelve minutes 
was all he did that day in the way of preparation for 
delivering the lecture that evening, for the first time since 
its composition, and before an audience of three thousand. 
The lecture, or rather oration, occupied more than an hour 
and a half in the delivery. I do not remember that he 
once looked at the cards in his hand, or that he ever hesi- 
tated for a word or had to recall one. He spoke with his 
usual captivating elocution, and with immense energy and 
force. Feeling amongst the audience grew; enthusiasm 
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was awakened, and gathered force as he went on. At last, 
at one of his magnificent climaxes, the Tast concourse of 
people sprang simultaneously to their feet, and oh ! what 
a scene of excitement! Hats and handkerchiefs were 
waved ; sticks and umbrellas were used in frantic pounding 
of the floor ; hands, feet, and voices were united in swell- 
ing the acclamations ; some shouted '' Bravo ! '*' some 
" Hurrah ! " some " Hallelujah ! " and others " Glory be 
to God ! " Such a tornado of applause as swept through 
Exeter Hall, and swelled from floor to ceiling, I have 
never witnessed before or since. 

At the close of the lecture several gentlemen urged me to 
dissuade him from going to Cambridge next day to preach, 
as they thought rest was essential after such a tremendous 
efibrt. After supper he and I chatted into the small hours. 
He told me that he composed the lecture while walking in 
his study at Leeds and tossing a penny from his thumb 
which he caught as it fell. He wrote the whole of it on 
his memory first, and then sat down and put it on paper, 
word for word. At last he asked, "What o'clock is it, 
Mac 1 " Quoting from the peroration of the lecture, I 
answered, " It's morning ! it's morning ! " He laughed, 
and said, " I did not expect so speedy an application of my 
own words to my own case." Next day he went to 
Cambridge, and fulfilled his, I believe, first engagement 
in that University town. 
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HIS LECTURE ON THE HUGUENOTS, 

His grand oration, — misnomered a lecture, — on the 
Huguenots, had for its special object the financial relief 
of Spitalfields Chapel. When Robert Inglis, in 1856, be- 
came superintendent of the Spitalfields Circuit, which then 
included what is now the St. George's Circuit, he found 
the whole of the chapel interests oppressed by an enormous 
load of debt. The bad case of Spitalfields Chapel was 
aggravated by the fact that the trustees were all dead with 
the exception of three, and that of these only one, and he 
a man of limited means and non-resident, was willing to 
act. The congregation, which at one time was large and 
flourishing, was greatly reduced in number and influence 
through the deterioration of the neighbourhood, the re- 
moval of leading families to the suburbs, and especially 
through the great agitation which followed the Conference 
of 1849. With a diminished pew-rental the income of the 
chapel was inadequate to the expenditure. A new trust 
could not be formed, as gentlemen were unwilling to take 
up the burden in so hopeless a case of huge financial 
responsibilities. Mr. Inglis undertook to grapple with 
difficulties by which some of his predecessors had been 
intimidated. He received permission from the Conference 
to solicit help beyond the limits of his circuit, and he 
obtained the powerful aid of Mr. Punshon on behalf of his 
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scheme. The latter had engaged to succeed me at Poplar 
in 1858; so that the SpitaJfields Circuit had thus the 
prospect of being favoured with his popular ministry, and 
Mr. Inglis expected to have him as a colleague for one 
year. Before the time came for ratifying the engagement, 
Mrs. Punshon's health was such that the doctors advised 
that she should not reside at the east of London, and that 
if her husband removed to the metropolis at all, it should 
be to the West-end. Meanwhile, through the noble efforts 
of Mr. Arthur, a large chapel was built at Bayswater, — 
a part of London which was then as much a ^^ Methodist 
wilderness " as those rural parts of Surrey to which Mr. 
Pocock first applied that significant name, — and for this 
new chapel the services of the popular young minister 
were sought. Mr. William Pearce, of Poplar, and his 
co-steward, with characteristic nobleness, released Mr. 
Punshon from his engagement, although while holding 
their coveted prize they were the envy of all the circuit- 
stewards in London. Knowing, however, the disappoint- 
ment which he unwillingly caused to the circuit "by his 
appointment to Bayswater, instead of to Poplar, he was 
ever ready to show his good-will towards the London 
Third Circuit. After his engagement was actually made, 
and when there was every probability of its being ful- 
filled, he refused purposely to visit the circuit. During 
this period I wrote him an urgent request to come and 
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preach for us, but his answer was, "I show no pattern- 
cards !" After the engagement was dissolved he made 
his appearance in Spitalfields Chapel, and discoursed to 
one of his own huge crowds in his own thrilling style 
on " Walk in wisdom towards them that are with- 
out," &c. I cannot now remember whether he ever 
told me that it was partly in the way of making some 
reparation to the London Third Circuit that he con- 
sented to aid Mr. Inglis in the way in which Mr. luglis 
proposed. I feel no doubt, however, that his generous 
nature was influenced by this consideration. 

The subject of his lecture, — if I must call it by that 
name, — was determined by the history of Spitalfields 
Chapel, This fine old edifice was originally a French 
church, built for and used by the Protestant refugees 
who were driven from France by the Eevocation of the 
Edict of Nantes. In 1819 it was purchased by the 
Methodists. During the preparation of his lecture I saw 
him occasionally, sometimes in his study in Horbury- 
crescent, and sometimes in my own in Northampton- 
square, and I could plainly see that his work brought 
him enjoyment as well as trouble. In its inception and 
composition; in its arrangement and rearrangement; in 
the conception of the ideas and the finding of fitting 
words; in the coining of apt phrases and the discovery 
of felicitous illustrations ; in the expression of scintillating 
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thought and the piling up of magnificent climax ; in the 
picturesque grouping of events and the dramatic delinea- 
tion of character ; — in all this he felt, I am persuaded, that 
peculiar kind of gratification in the composition of his 
prose which Co^vper describes as belonging to the com- 
position of poetry : " There is a pleasure in poetic pains 
which only poets know." 

The "Huguenots" was first delivered in St. James's Hall, 
Piccadilly, with the Earl of Shaftesbury in the chair. 
This was not the first time that the lecturer and his noble 
chairman met. In February, 1855, Mr. Punshon went up 
from Sheffield to Exeter Hall to speak at the annual meet- 
ing of the Young Men's Christian Association, with Lord 
Shaftesbury presiding. In sending me an account of that 
meeting, he wrote : "The Earl was pleased to characterise 
my address as one of * prodigious power,' but intimated 
that there was just a danger lest in seeking for the elegant 
phrase I should overlay the sturdy thought." What the 
Earl thought of the lecture on the Huguenots was visible 
enough in his features as he sat in the chair in St. James's 
Hall. I have myself seen his lordsliip presiding at excited 
meetings, when he so managed to hide his feelings — for 
no doubt he felt — as to present an almost cast-metal im- 
mobility of countenance ; but under the magic power of the 
oratory to which he that night listened, I noticed that the 
usual rigidity of his lordship's features relaxed, and that he 



SOME PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 75 

showed intensity of feeling. The charge for the reserved 
seats that evening was half-a-guinea each, aod the audience 
was very select as well as very numerous. I heard it said 
that the Bishop of London, now Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Leigh Hunt were in the audience, but that statement 
I have not been able to verify. It is certain, however, 
that on one occasion His Grace of Canterbury so greatly 
admired one of Dr. Punshon's addresses which he heard, 
that he wrote him in commendation of it. The last time 
that the Primate of all England, and the late senior secre- 
tary of the Wesleyan Missionary Society occupied a common 
platform was, I believe, at the Sunday-School Centenary 
celebration in the City of London. At the close of the 
lecture at St. James's Hall there was an amusing anti- 
climax. A letter was handed to the great orator in the 
committee- room. It was from an Essex curate, and was 
something to this effect : — that the writer understood that 
the gentleman he addressed was a public lecturer; that 
they wanted a lecture at the Mechanics* Institute in his 
village and wished him to come ; that he did not know his 
fee, but if he would come and lecture, he could promise 
him that his travelling expenses should be paid, and that 
they would find him " a bed at the Swan." 

Mr. Punshon redelivered his lecture in crowded halls to 
delighted audiences in many of the large towns and cities 
of the United Kingdom. Mr. Inglis went with him to 
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some of the places to solicit, at the same time, private sub- 
scriptions on behalf of Spitalfields Chapel. The two 
ministers met with two widely different kinds of reception. 
Mr. Inglis said to me afterwards : "Ah ! Mr. Punshon, in 
every instance, receives rapturous applause ; but I get, in 
many cases, the cold shoulder or a rude rebuff." So it was. 
The masses who went to hear the orator cared little either 
for Spitalfields Chapel, or for the dead Huguenots. They 
paid money to hear Punshon lecture for exactly the same 
reason that they paid money to hear Jenny Lind sing. 
Their comparative indifference to the financial objects of the 
lecture and to the subject treated constitutes the attendance 
of the crowds who heard him the strongest testimony to the 
oratorical powers of Dr. Punshon. So great was the rush at 
the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, to hear his Bunyan lec- 
ture that, when the doors were opened, a minister who was 
waiting to enter, was carried bodily up into the gallery 
without ever putting a foot on the stairs ! That minister, 
who told me this himself, was the late Michael Johnson. 
The Huguenot oration, besides aiding in some cases local 
objects, and benefiting, I believe, in many cases, the minds 
and hearts of those who heard it, produced for Spitalfields 
Chapel upwards of one thousand pounds. Mr. Inglis, in 
moving a vote of thanks in the London District Meeting to 
his generous and gifted brother, said, amongst other things, 
" Mr. Punshon is * a man of a thousand,' and I hope before 
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long he will be a man of a * hundred/ " At the following 
Conference (1859), William Morley Punshon, having 
" travelled fourteen years," was, upon the nomination of 
Dr. Osborn, elected into the Legal Hundred. I know of 
no other case in which a minister was thus elected the very 
first hour he became eligible for the honour. 

How far Dr. Punshon's oratorical efforts contributed to 
bring about his premature decease, or whether they were 
contributory to that end at all, is a subject too difficult and 
painful for me to discuss. They must have told upon his 
exquisitely fine nervous organisation. In writing to me 
from Sheffield, in October, 1853, in prospect of his first 
lecture at Exeter Hall, he says, " I have to finish a sermon, 
write a memoir of my uncle for the Magazine, and last, not 
least — woe of woes ! — to prepare a lecture for the Young 
Men's Christian Association, Exeter HalL I shrink, falter, 
tremble, repent, and exceedingly fear and quake." Again 
in writing to me in 1855, he says, "I have just refused to 
lecture for the Young Men's Christian Association in their 
next course ; I cannot stand the havoc it plays with my 
nerves." One thing is certain, that he had no wish to 
abridge his days, for love of life with him was strong. No 
pne would have said " Amen '* for himself to the petition of 
our Lord in His intercessory prayer more fervently than 
he ; '* I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil." 
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He was conscious himself of his more than instinctive 
abhorrence of death and love of life. In writing to me from 
Toronto, after referring to the death of a young lady in 
England, he adds : " Well, if the life is to purpose and of 
faith, it matters not, though I am not insensible to the loss 
of being cut short in the midst of the days. I often think 
my love of life is morbid ; but He who is the Master of the 
human heart can loosen the fastest love.'' He has now 
verified the words of James Montgomery : — 

" By death I shall escape from death, 
And life eternal again." 

I must now, for the present at all events, close these 
Personal EecoUections. I ask all who read what I have 
written to glorify God for the remarkable gifts which He 
bestowed upon His servant, and for the grace which led 
William Morley Punshon to consecrate his noble powers 
to noblest ends. 



WILLIAM MORLEY PUNSHON, LL.D., 
Bom at Doncaster, May 29th, 1824. 

Died at his Residence, Tranby, Brixton Rise, London, 

April 14th, 1881. 
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Mrs. Hester Ann Rogers. Royal i8mo. Gilt edges. Price 3s. 6d. 

Shaw (Barnabas.) The Story of his Life and Labours in 
South Africa. By the Rev. William Moister. Crown Svo. Portrait and 
Illustrations. Price 3s. 6d. 



8 PUBLICATIONS OF 



Shaw (W.) Memorials of the Life and Labours of the 

Rev. WiLUAM Shaw, of Soudi Afirka. Crown Svo. Price as. 6(L 

Shaw (Mrs.) Long Life and Peace : Memorials of Mrs. 
Elizabeth Shaw, of St. Austell. By Rev. R. C Baxxatt. Foolso^ Svo. 
Price 3s. 

Shillington (T. A.) Christian Thoroughness : A Memorial 
Sketch of Thomas Averbll Shilungton, J.P., of Portadown. By the 
Rev. John Dwvbk. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Shrewsbury Q. B.) Christ Glorified in the Life, Experi- 
ence, and Character of Joseph B. Shrewshmy 0^^^ Medical Student, and 
Wesleyan Local Preacher, of Bradf<»-d, Yorkshire). Written by his Father. 
Royal 33mo. Price is. ; Gilt ed^^es, is. 4d. 

Smith (J.) Memoirs of the Life, Character, and Labours 

of the Rev. John Smidi. By the Rev. R. Trbffrv, Jun. Widi an Intro- 
ductory Essay by the Rev. Dr. Dixon. Royal i8mo. Gilt edges. Price 3s. 
Cheap Edition, without the Introductory Essay. Price xs. 

Smith (J.) A Methodist Pioneer : The Life and Labours of 
John Smith, including Notices of Early Methodism in the North of Ireland. 
By C. H. Crookshank, M.A. Foolscap Bvo. Price is. 6d. 

Stoner (D.) Memoirs of the Rev. David Stoner. By the Rev. 
Dr. Hannah and Mr. William Dawson. With a Portrait. Royal i8mo. 
Gilt edges. Price as. 6d. Cheap Edition. Royal samo. Price is. 

Taylor (M. C.) Memoir of the Rev. Michael C. Taylor. 

With Extracts from his Correspcmdence. By the Rev. B. Hbllier. Crown 
Svo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Threlfall (W.) Memorials of the Rev. W. Threlfall. By 
the Rev. Samuel Broadbent. iSino. With PortraiL Price is. 6d. 

Toase (W.) Memorials of the Rev. William Toase. 

Compiled by a Friend. With an Introduction by the Rev. Wiluam 
Arthur, M.A. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 6d. 

TrefiFry (R.) Memoirs of the Rev. R. Treffry, Jun. 

With Select Remains. By his Father, the Rev. Richard Treffrv. With 
a Portrait, xamo. Price 4s. 6d. 

Tucker (Mrs. J.) Memoir of Mrs. Jane Tucker, wife of 

the Rev. Charles Tucker, some time Missionary to Haabai and Tonga. By 
Mrs. G. F. White. Edited by the Rev. H. W. Williams, D.D. Crown 
Svo. Price as. 6d. 

Turner, James; or, How to Reach the Masses. By £. 

M'Hardib. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 

Vasey (T.) The Life of the Rev. Thomas Vasey, By his 

Widow. Crown Svo. With Portrait. Price as. 6d. 

Waddy (S. D.) The Life of the Rev. Samuel D. Waddy, 
D.D. By his Youngest Daughter. Crown Svo.i with Two Portraits. Price ss. 
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Watson (R.) Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the 
Rev. Richard Watson. By the Rev. Thomas Jackson. With a Portrait. 
Royal iSmo. Price 3s. 6d. 8vo. Price 6s. 

Wesley (C.) The Life of the Rev. Charles Wesley. 

Comprising a Review of his Poetry ; Sketches of the Rise and Progress of 
Methodism ; with Notices of Contemporary Events and Characterst By the 
Rev. Thomas Jackson. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Wesley (C.) The Journal of the Rev. Charles Wesley. 

With Selections from his Correspondence and Poetry, and an Introduction 
by the Rev. Thomas Jackson. Two Vols. Royal x8mo. Price 7s. 

Wesley (J.) The Life of the Rev. John Wesley. By the 

Rev. Richard Watson. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Royal samo. Price is. 4d. 

Wesley (J.) His Life and his Work. By the Rev. M. 
LBLiKvitB. Translated by the Rev. A. J. French. With a Portrait Crown 
8vo. Price 3s. 

Wesley (J.) The Living Wesley, as he was in his Youth 

and in his Prime. By the Rev. Jamks H. Rigg, D.D., Principal of the 
Wesleyan Training College, Westminster. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Wesley (J.) The Father of Methodism : A Life of the 

Rev. John Wesley, A.M. By Mrs. Cosslett. Second Edition, 
enlarged. Foolscap 8vo. Forty-five Illustrations. Price is. 6d. 
Wesley (J.) The Journals of the Rev. John Wesley. 
Four Vols. Crown 8vo. Price 10s. 

West (F. A.) Memorials of the Rev. Francis A. West. 

Being a Selection from his Sermons and Lectures. With a Biographical 
Sketch by one of his Sons, and Personal Recollections by the Rev. B. 
Gregory. Crown 8vo. Price 4s. 

Wharton (H.) The Story of the Life and Missionary 

Labours of the Rev. Henry Wharton in the West Indies, the Gold Coast, 
and Ashanti. By the Rev. W. Moistbr. Crown 8vo. With Portrait and 
Illustrations. Price 3s. 6d. 

Wood (J.) The Life of the Rev. Joseph Wood. With 

Extracts from his Diary. By the Rev. H. W. Williams. With a Portrait. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 
The Methodist Family Library of Standard Biographical 

and other Works, designed to promote Spiritual Life. Twenty-one Volumes. 
Royal 33mo. Price aas.; or in Handsome Box, 29s. Gilt edges, ags. ; or 
in Handsome Box, 36s. 6d. 



Wesley's (Rev. John and Charles) Poetical Works: A 

• New and Complete Edition. Reprinted from the Originals, with the last 
corrections of the Authors ; together with the Poems of Charles 
Wesley not before published. Collected and Arranged by the Rev. 
George Osborn, D.D. Thirteen Volumes. Crown 8vo. Price ;C3 i8s 



TO PUBLICATIONS OF 



ROMAN CATHOLICISM. 

Elliott (C.) Delineation of Roman Catholicism, drawn from 

tbe Authentic and Acknowledged Standards of tiie Church of Rome ; an which 
her peculiar Doctrines, Morals, and Usages are Stated, Treated at Large> and 
Confuted. By the Rer. Charlbs EiXfOTT, D.D. New Edition, with a 
Supplement ; being an Exposition of certain changes which the Papacf has 
nadeiigone during the Pontificate of Pius IX. By William Harris Rvlk, 
D.D. Price Z3s. 6d. ; Half-bound in Morocco, ijs. 6d. 

TAe Supplement is sold separate^. Price as. 6d. 

Rule ( W. H.) History of the Inquisition, from its Establish- 
ment in the Twelfth to its Elxtinction in the Nineteenth Century. By 
the Rev. W. H. Rule, D.D. Third Edition, with a new chapter on 
** Walling Up." Two Vols. 8vo. With Illustrations. Price 25$. 

Rule (W. H.) Martyrs of the Reformation : a History of 

Martyrdoms, Confessions, and Sufferings, from the Dawn of the Reformation 
to the Nmeteenth Century. By the Rev. W. H. Rule, D.D. 8vo. Price 8s. 

Robinson (E. J.) The Mother of Jesus not the Papal 
Mary. By the Rev. E. J. Robinson. Crown 8vo. Price 66. 

Authentic Report of the Discussion held in Rome on the 

Evenings of February 9th and loth, 1879, between Catholic Priests and 
Evangelical Ministers, concerning the Coming of St. Peter to Rome. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. William Arthur, M.A. Paper covers. Crown 8vo., 
Price 6d. ; Cloth, Price is. 

METHODISM. 

Williams (H. W.) The Constitution and Polity of Wes- 
leyan Methodism. Being a Digest of its Laws and Institutions. Brought 
down to the Conference of 1880. By the Rev. Henry W. Wiluams, D.D. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Pierce (Wm.) Ecclesiastical Principles and Polity of the 

Wesleyan Methodists. Comprising a Complete Compendium of their Laws 
and Regulations, from 1774 to 1873. Revised by the Rev. Dr* Jobson. 
Royal 8vo., Price 15s. ; Half Morocco, Price sos. 

Christophers (S. W.) Class Meetings in relation to the 
Design and Success of Methodism. By the Rev. S. W. Christophers. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Rigg (J. H.) The Connexional Economy of Wesleyan 

Methodism in its Ecclesiastical and Spiritual Aspects. By Jambs H. Rigg, 
D.D. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
Rigg (J. H.) The Churchmanship of John Wesley, and 
the Relations of Wesleyan Methodism to the Church of England. By Jambs 
H. Rigg, D.D. Crown 8vo. Price as. 6d. 

Stevens (A.) The History of Methodism from its Origin 
to the Centenary Year. By Abel Stevens, LL.D. Three Volumes. 
Crown 8vo. With Portraits. Price i ss. 
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GENERAL LITERATURE, 

PRICE FOUR SHILLINGS. 

Our Indian Empire : Its Rise and Growth. By the Rer. 
J. Shaw Banks. Imperial x6bo. Thirty-five lUustralions and Map. 

Zoology of the Bible. By Harland Coultas. Preface 

hf the Rev. W. F. Moulton, D.D. Imperial i6mo. xa6 Illustrations. 

Missionary Anecdotes, Sketches, Facts, and Incidents. 

By the Rev. William Moistkk. Imperial i6mo. Eight Page Illustrations. 

Northern Lights; or, Pen and Pencil Sketches of Nineteen 

Modem Scottish Worthies. By the Rev. J. Makkat. Crown 8vo. Portraiu 
and Illustrations. 

PRICE THREE SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE. 

Rambles in Bible Lands. By the Rev. Richard Newton, 

D.D. Imperial x6mo. Seventy Illustrations. 
' Land of the Mountain and the Flood ' : Scottish Scenes 
and Scenery delineated. By the Rev. Jabbz Makrat. Imperial z6mo. 
l^ap and Seventy-six Illustrations. 

Popery and Patronage. Biographical Illustrations of Scotch 

Church History. Imperial z6mo. Ten Illustrations. 
Wycliffe to Wesley : Heroes and Martyrs of the Church in 

Britain. Imperial i6mo. Twenty-four Portraits and Forty other Illustrations. 

John Lyon; or. From the Depths. By Ruth Elliott. 

Crown 8vo. Five Full-page Illustrations. 

Chronicles of Capstan Cabin ; or, the Children's Hour. By 
J. Jackson Wrav. Imperial x6mo. Twenty-eight Illustrations. 

The Thorough Business Man : Memoir of Walter Powell, 
Merdiant. By Rev. B. Gregory. Seventh Edtn. Crown 8vo., with Portrait. 

The Life of Gideon Ouseley. By the Rev. William 

Arthur, M.A. Eighth Thousand. Crown 8vo. With Portrsut. 
Missionary Stories, Narratives, Scenes, and Incidents. 

By the Rev. W. Moistbr. Crown 8vo. Eight Page Illustrations. 
Sunshine in the Kitchen ; or, Chapters for Maid Servants. 

Fourth Thousand. Crown 8vo. Numerous Illustrations. By Rev. B. Smith. 
Way-Marks : Placed by Royal Authority on the King's 

Highway. Being One Hundred Scripture Proverbs, Enforced and Illustrated. 
Crown 8vo. Eight Page Engravings. By Rev. B. Smith. 

Gems Reset ; or, the Wesleyan Catechisms Illustrated by 

Imagery and Narrative. Crown 8vo. By Rev. B. Smith. 

Vice-Royalty ; or, A Royal Domain held for the King, and 

enriched by the King. Crown 8vo. Twelve page Illustns. By Rev. B. Smith. 
PRICE THREE SHILLINGS. 
Glimpses of India and Mission Life. By Mrs. Hutcheon. 

Crown 8vo. Eight Page Illustrations. Cbth, gilt edges. 



PRICE TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE. 



Little Abe : or, the Bishop of 
Berry Brow. Being the Life of 
Abraham Lockwood, a quaint and 
popular Local Preacher in the Me- 
thodist New G>nnexion. By F. 
Jhwkll. Crown 8vo. Qoth, gilt 
edges. With Portrait. 

Cecily , A Tale of the English 
Reformation. By Emma Leslie. 
Crown 8vo. Five full page lUust, 

Glimpses of India and Mis- 
sion Life. By Mrs. Hutch eow. 
Crown 8vo. £ight Page Illustra- 
tions. 

The Beloved Prince ; A Me- 
moir of His Royal Highness, the 
Prince Consort. By William 
Nichols. Crown 8vo. With Por- 
trait and Nineteen Illustrations. 
Cloth, gilt edges. 

Glenwood ; A Story of School 
Life. By Julia K. Bloomfibld 
Crown 8vo. Seven Illustrations. 

Undeceived ; Roman or An- 
glican ? A Story of English Ritual- 
ism. Crown 8vo. 

Self-Culture and Self-Reli- 
ance, under God the Means of Self- 
Elevation. By the Rev. W. Uns- 
woRTH. Crown 8vo. 

Old Daniel ; or, Memoirs of 

a Om verted Hindu, with Descrip- 
tion of Village Life in India. By the 
Rev. T. HoDSON. Coloured Illus- 
trations. Crown 8vo., gilt edges. 



The King's Messenger ; or, 

Lawrence Temple's Probation. A 
Story of Canadian Life. By the 
Rev. W. H. WiTHROW, M.A. 
Crown 8vo. 

A Pledge that Redeemed 

Itself. By Sa rson, Author of ' Blind 
Olive.' etc. Crown 8vo. Numerous 
Illustrations. Qoth, gilt edges. 

The Story of a Peninsular 
Veteran : Sergeant in the 43rd Light 
Infantry diuring the Peninsular War. 
Crown 8vo. 13 Illustrations. 

Rays from the Sun of Righ- 
teousness. By the Rev. Richard 
Newton, D.D. Crown 8vo. Eleven 
Illustrations. Cloth, gilt edges. 

In the Tropics; or, Scenes 

and Incidents of West Indian Life. 
By the Rev. Jabkz Marrat. Crown 
8vo., with Illustrations, &c. 

Climbing : A Manual for the 

Youne who Desire to Rise in Both 
Worlds. By the Rev. Benjamin 
Smith. Crown 8vo. Sixth Edition. 

Our Visit to Rome, with 

Notes by the Way. By the Rev. 
John Rhodes. ^ Royal x6mo. 
Forty-five Illustrations. 
Gems of Piety in Humble 
Life. By the Rev. T. H. Walker. 
Rojral i8mo. Eight Illustrations. 

The Lancasters and their 
Friends. A Tale of Methodist Life. 
By S. J. F. Crown 8vo. 



MARK GUY PEARSE'S WORKS. 
Seven Volumes ^ Crtmrn, Zvo., Clotk^ Gilt Edges. Price as. 6/i. each, 

I. — Daniel Quorm, and his Religious Notions. First 

Series. Fiftieth Thousand. 

2. — Daniel Quorm, and his Religious Notions. Second 

Series. FifteenUi Thousand. 
3. — Sermons for Children. Fourteenth Thousand. 
4. — Mister Horn and His Friends ; or, Givers and Giving. 

Sixteenth Thousand. 

5. — Short Stories : and other Papers. Fourth Thousand. 
6. — * Good Will ' : a Collection of Christmas Stories. 

Fifth Thousand. 
7.— Homely Talks. Fifth Thousand. 



PRICE TWO 

The Life and Times of Sir 
Walter Raleigh : Pioneer of Anglo- 
American Colonisation. By Charles 
K. True, D.D. Foolscap 8vo. 
Sixteen Illustrations. 

Homes and Home Life in 
Bible Lands. By J. R. S. Clifford. 
Foolscap Svo. Eighty Illustrations. 



SHILLINGS. 
The Great Apostle; or, 

Pictures from the life of St. Paul. 

By Rev. Jabez Marrat. Foolscap 

8vo. 38 Illustrations and Map. 
Martin Luther, the Prophet 
. of Germany. By the Rev. J. Shaw 

Banks. Foolscap Svo. 13 lUustra* 

tions. 



PRICE TWO SHlLLIKGS-C(miiHUfd. 



Hid Treasures, and the 

Search for lliem : Lectures to Bible 
Claaes. By the Rev. J. HARTunr. 
Foolscap 8vo. With Frontispiece. 

Youthful Obligations. Illus- 
trated by a lai^ge number of Appro- 
wiate Facts and Anecdotes. Fcap. 
8vo. With Illustrations. 

Eminent Christian Phil- 

anthropbts. Brief Biographical 
Sketches, designed especially as 
Studies for the Young. By the 
Rev. Gborgb Maunder. Fcap. 
8vo. Nine Illustrations. 

The Tower, the Temple, and 

the Minster : Historical and Bio- 
graphical Associations of the Tower 
of London, St. Paul's Cathedral, 
and Westminster Abbey. By the 
Rev.J. W.Thomas. Second Eklition. 
Foolscap 8vo. 14 Illustrations. 

The Stolen Children 1 Fcap. 

8vo. Six Illustrations. 



The Prisoner's Friend : The 

Life of Mr. James Bundy, of Bris- 
tol. By his Grandson, the Rev. W. 
R. Williams. Foolscap 8vo. 
Peter Pengelly; or, «Truc 

as the Clock.* By T. J. Wrav. 
Crown 8vo. Forty Illustrations. 

My Coloured Schoolmaster, 

and other Stories. By the Rev. 
H. Bleby. Fcap. 8vo. Five Illustnd. 

Female Heroism and Tales 

of the Western Wor 1 d. By the Rev. 
Henry Bleby. FotrfscapSvo. Four 
Illustrations. 

Capture of the Pirates : with 

other Stories of the Western Seas. 
By the Rev. Henry Bleby. Fcap. 
8vo. Four Illustrations. 

Adelaide's Treasure, and 

How the Thief came Unawares. 
By Sarson, Authof of *A Pledge 
that Redeemed Itself' etc. Four 
Illustrations. 



PRICE BIGHTEBNPBNCB. 
* Little Ray* Series. Royal xfano. 



Little Ray and Her Friends. 

By Ruth Elliott. Five lUustns. 
The Breakfast Half-Hour. 

Addresses on Religious and Moral 
Topics. By the Rev. H. R. Burton. 
Twenty-five Illustrations. 

Gleanings in Natural His- 
tory for Young Peoj^e. Profusely 
Illustrated. 

Broken Purposes; or, the 

Good Time Coming. By Lillie 
MoNTFORT. Five page Illustrations. 

The History of the Tea-Cup ; 

with a Descriptive Account of the 
Potter's Art. By the Rev. G. K. 
Wedgwood. Profusely Illustrated. 

The Cliftons, and their Play- 
Hours. By Mrs. Cosslett. Seven 
Page Illustrations. 

The Lilyvale Club and its 
Doings. By Edwin A. Johnson, 
D.D. Royal i6mo. Seven Page 
Illustrations. 

The Bears' Den. By E. H. 

Millkr. Six Page Illustrations. 



Ned's Motto; or. Little by 

little. By the author of * Faithful 
and True,* *Tony Starr's Legacy.' 
Six Page Illustrations. 

A Year at Riverside Farm. 
B^ £. H. Miller. Royal z6mo. 
Six Page Illustrations. 

The Royal Road to Riches. 
ByE. H. Miller. Fifteenl llustns. 

Maude Linden ; or, Work- 
ing for Jesus. By Lillie Mont- 
FOKT. Four Illustrations. 

Oscar's Boyhood; or, The 
Sailor's Son. By Daniel Wise, 
D.D. Six Illustrations. 

Summer Days at Kirkwood. 

By £. H. Miller, Four Illustns. 
Holy-Days and Holidays ; 
or, Memories of the Calendar for 
Young People. By J. R. S. Clif- 
ford. Numerous Illustrations. 

Talks with the Bairns about 
Bairns. By Ruth Eluott. Illus. 

My First Class : and other 
Stories. By Ruth Elliott, Illus. 



' Wee Donald' Series, 



An Old Sailor's Yam : and 

other Sketches from Daily Life. 

The Stony Road : A Tale of 

Humble Life. 

Stories for Willing Ears. 
For Boys. ByT. S. £. 



Stories for Willing Ears. 

For Gurh. By T. S. E. 

Thirty Thousand Pounds: 

and other Sketches from Daily Life. 

*Wee Donald': Sequel to 
* Stony Road/ 



PRICE EIGHTEENPENCE. Foolscap Svo, Series, 



Three Indian Heroes : the 

Missiooary ; the Soldier ; the States* 
man. By the Rev. J. Shaw Banks. 
Third Editiot^. Numerous lllustns. 

David Livingstone, Mission* 
ary and Discoverer. By the Rev. 
J. Mabkat. Fifteen Page lllustns. 

In the Tropics ; or, Scenes 

and Incidents of West Indian Life. 
By the Rev. J. Marrat. Crown 
8vo. Illustrations and Map. 

Columbus; or, The Dis- 
covery of America. By Gborgb 
CuPiTT. Seventeen Illustrations. 

Cortes; or, The Discovery 

and Conquest of Mexico. ^ By 
Gborgb CuBiTT. Nine Illustrations. 

Pizarro; or, The Discovery 
and Conquest of Peru. By Gborgb 
CuBiTT. Nfhe Illustrations. 

Granada ; or. The Expulsion 

of the Moors from Spain. By 
Gborgb Cubitt. Seven lUustrations. 

James Montgomery, Chris- 
tian Poet and Philanthropist. By 
Rev. J. Marsat. Eleven lllustns. 

The Father of Methodism. 

A Sketch of the Life and Labours 
nf the Rev. John Wesley, A.M. For 
Young People. By Mrs. Cosslett. 
Second Edition, enlarged. Forty- 
five Illustrations. 

Old Truths in New Lights. 

Illustrations of Scripture Truth for 
the Young. ByW. H. S. Numerous 
lUustraticms. 



Chequer Alley: A Story of 
Successful Christian Work. By the 
Rev. Frbdbrick W. Briggs. M.A. 
Eleventh Edition. 

The Englishman's Bible : 
How he Got it, and Why he Keeps 
it. By Rev. JoHir Boybs, M.A. 
With Thirteen Illustrations. 

Home : and the Way to 
Make Home Happy. By the Rev. 
David Hay. Widi Frontispiece. 

Helen Leslie ; or. Truth and 
Error. By Adbunb. With Fron- 
tispiece. 

Daniel Quorm, and his Re- 
ligious Notions. First Series. Cheap 
Edition. 

Daniel Quorm, and his Re- 
ligious Notions. Second Series. 
C^eap Edition. 

Building Her House. By 
Mrs. R. A. Watson. Five Illus- 
trations. 

Rays from the Sun of Righ- 
teousness. By the Rev. R, Nkwton. 
Eleven Illustrations. 

Memorials of Miss Hannah 
BAL^ of High Wycombe : the First 
Methodist Sunday^SchooJ Teacher. 

A Methodist Pioneer : The 
Labours of John Smith, including 
Notices of the Early History of 
Methodism in the North of Ireland. 
By C. H. Crookshank, M.A. 

A Pledge that Redeemed 
Itself. By Sarson. 

Davy's Friend; and other 
Stories. By Jbnnie Perrett. 



PRICE ONE SHILLING AND FOURPENCE. 

The Boatman's Daughter. A Narrative for the Learned and 
the Unlearned. By the Rev. A. Barrbtt. Fcap. Svo. With Frontispiece. 

PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
Royal i6mo, Clotk^ gilt Uttered, 



Ancient Egypt : Its Monu- 
ments, Worship, and People. By 
the Rev. Edward Lightwood. 
Twenty-six Illustrations. 

Vignettes from English His- 
tory. By the Rev. Jambs Ybambs. 
From the Norman Conqueror to 
Henry IV. Twentv-three lllustns. 

Lessons from Noble Lives, 
and other Stories. Thirty^on* Ulus* 
trations. 



Margery's Christmas Box. 

By Ruth Eluott. Seven lUusts. 
Stories of Love and Duty. 

For Boys and Giris. 31 lUnstos. 

No Gains without Pains : A 

True Life for the Boys. By H. C. 
Kmight. Six lUusdatioos. 

Peeps into the Par North: 

Chapters on Iceland, Lapland, and 
Greenland. By S. E. ScHOun. 
Twenty-four Illustxataons. 



PRICE ONE SHILLING— (»M/iVMif</. 



The Railway Pioneers; or, 

The Storv c^ the Stephensons, 
Father and Son. By H. C Knight. 
mfteen Illustratioas. 

The Royal Disciple : Louisa, 
Queen of Prussia. By C. R. Hurst. 
Six Illustrations. 

Tiny Tim : A Story of Lon- 

ckm Life. Founded on Fact. By 
F. HoRNKR. Twenty-two Illustns. 

John Tregenoweth; His 
Mark. By Mark Guy Pearsb. 
Twenty-five Illustrations. 

•I'll Try'; or, How the 
Farmer's Son became a C^;>taitt. 
Ten Ulustrations. 

The Giants, and How to 
Fight Them. By Dr. Richard 
Nbwton. Fifteen Illustrations. 

The Meadow Daisy. By 

Liixis Montfort. Numorous Illus- 
tradooa. 

Robert Dawson : or. The 

Brave Spirit. Four Page Illustns. 
The Tarnside Evangel. 
By M. A. H. Eight Illustrations. 



Rob Rat ; A Story of Barge 
Life. By Mark Guy Pbarsb. 
Numerous Illustrations. 

The Unwelcome Baby, 

and what Became of Him ; with 
other Stories of noUe Lives Early 
Omsecrated. By S. Ellbn Gre- 
gory. Nine Illustrations. 

Jane Hudson, the American 

Girl. Four Page Illustrations. 

The Babes in the Basket ; 

or, Daph and her Charge. Four 
Page Illustrations. 

Insect Lights and Sounds. 

By J. R. S. CUFFORD. Profusely 
Illustrated. 
Leaves, from aMissionHouse 
in India. By Mrs. Hotcheon. 
Royal x6mo. Price is. 

The Jew and His Tenants. 
ByA.D. Walker, lllust. 

The History of Joseph i for 
the Young. By the Rev. T. Champ- 
NESS. Twelve Illustrations. 

The Old Miller and His Mill. 
By Mark Guy Pbarsb. Twelve 
Illustrations. 



Incidents in my Bible-class : Records of Successful Toil in 
Senior Bible-class Teaching. By C. R. Parsons. Foolscap 8vo. Price is 

William the Silent, Prince of Orange. A Biographical 
Sketch. By the Rev. J. W. Thomas. Foolscap 8vo. With Portrait. 

Life on the Waves; or. Memorials of Captain George 
Leonard. By the Rev. A. Langley. With Illustrations. zSnio. 



PRICE NINEPENCE. 
Imperial ^mo, Clothy Illuminated, 



1. The Wonderful Lamp; and 

other StiMies. ByRuTHfii-UOTT, 
Five Illustrations. 

2. Dick*8 Troubles ; and How He 

Met Them. By Ruth Elliott. 
Six Illustrations. 

3. The Chat in the Meadow : and 

other Stories. By Lilub Mont- 
fort. Six Illustrations. 

4. John's Teachers : and other 

Stories. By Lillib Montfort. 
Six Illustrations. 

5. Nora Grayson's Dream ; and 

other Stories. By Lillib Mont- 
fort. Seven lUustratioiii. 



6. Rosa's Christmas Invitations ; 

and other Stories. By Lillib 
Montfort. Six Illustrations. 

7. Ragged Jim's Last Song ; and 

other Ballads. By Edward 
Bailby. Eight Illustrations. 

8. Pictures from Memory. By 

Adblinb. Nine Illustrations. 

9. The Story of the "Wreck of the 

* Maria ' Mail Boat : with a 
Memoir of Mrs. Hincksman, the 
only Survivor. Illustrated. 

10. Passages from the Life of 

Heinrich Stilling. Five Page 
lUustrationa. 



PRICE NINEPENCE^o«tf/f««/. 



ti. Little and Wise : The Ants, 

The Conies, I'he Locusts, and 
The Spiders. By the Rev. W. W. 
Nkwton. Twelve Illustrations. 
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ta. Spoiling the Vines, and For- 
tune Tsiimg. By the Rev. W. 
W.Nbwton. Eifi^t Illustrations. 

13. The Kingly Breaker, Concern- 

ing Play, and Sowing the Seed. 
By the Rev. W. W. Nkwton. 

14. The Fatherly Guide, Rhoda, 

and Fire m the Soul. By the Rev. 
W.W. Newton. Twelve lUnstns. 

15. Short Sermons for Little Peo- 

ple. By the Rev. T. Champnbss. 

PRICE EIGHTPENCE. 

The whcl^ of die Twenty-two Ninepenny books {ste aiove) are sold in 

Limp Qodi at Ei^tpence eadi. 

The following are all in Cloth, gilt edges. 



x6. Sketches from my Schoolroom. 

Four Illustrations. 
Mary Ashton ; a True Story 

of Eighty Years Ago. Four 

Illustrations. 
The Little Prisoner; or the 

Story of the Dauphin of France. 

Five Illustrations. 
The Story of an Apprentice- 
ship. By the Rev. A. Langley. 
Mona Bell ; or, Faithful in 

Litd# Things. 
Minnie Neilson*s Summer 

Holidays, and What Came of 

Them. 
After Many Days. 



x8. 



Z9 



20. 



ax. 



81. 



Precious Seed,and Little Sowers. 

i8mo. Four Illustrations. Giltedges. 
lanie : A Flower from South 

Africa. BytheRev.R.LA.MPLOUGH. 

iSnuL, With Portifit. 
Fredoie Cleminson: The Brief 

Story of a Blessed Life. By the 

Rev. T. M*CuLLAGH. i8mo. With 

Portrait, etc. 
Soon and Safe : A "Word to the 

Young Folks. By the Rev. Simpson 

Crump. i8mo. Illustrations. 
Christianity Compared with 

Popery : A Lecture. 



Death of the Eldest Son. -By 

CiGSAK Malan. 
Emily's Lessons ; or, Chapters 

in the Life of a Young Christian. 
Fragments for Young People. 
History of Joseph. By Agnbs 

BULMBS. 

Jonathan SaviUe*s Life. By the 

Rev. F. A.^Wkst. 
The Sunday Scholar's Guide. By 

the Rev. J. T. Basr. 
Ancass, the Slave Preacher. 
Bernard Palissy, the Huguenot 
' Potter. 



PRICE SIXPENCE. 
Cfo/A, nhtmmaUd^ tmdCoUmrtdFronHspiect, 



X. 

a. 

3* 

4. 

5* 
6. 

2: 

9« 
xo. 

XX. 

xa. 
X3. 
14. 



A Kiss for a Blow: Stories 

about Peace and War. 
Louis Henrie; or, The Sister's 

Promise. 
The Giants, and How to Fight 

Them. By Dr. R. Nbwton 
Robert Dawson; or, the Brave 

Spirit. 
Jane Hudson, the American 

Girt. 
The Jewish Twins. 
The *Book of Beasts. lUust. 
The Book of Birds. Illust. 
Proud in Spirit. 
Althea Norton. 
Gertrude's Bible Lesson. 
The Rose in the Desert. 
The Little Black Hen. 
Martha's Hymn. 
Nettie Mathieson. 
The Prince in Disguise. 
Tht above art sold in Ornamental 



3. The Children on the Plains. 
. The Babes in the Basket. 
X0. Richard Harvey; or, Taking 

a Stand, 
ao. Kitty King : Lessons for Little 

Girts, 
ax. Nettie's Mission. 
aa. Little Margery, 
as. Mai^ery's City Home. 
a4. The Crossing Sweeper. 
85. Rosy Conro3rs Lessons, 
ao. Ned Dolan's Garret. 

S. Little Henry and hie Bearer. 
. Little Woodman and his 
Dog Caesar, 
ag. Johnny : Lessons for Little 

Boys. 
30. Pictures and Stories for the 

Little Ones. 
3X. A Story of the Sea; and other 
Inddents. 

Si^ Covers at Fourpbncb tack. 



WESLETAN CONFERENCE OFFICE, 

2, CA8TX.S-STItSBT, CXTT-SOAU; AND 66, PATSBVOflnB-BOW. 



